Big  Pride  in 
Big  Apple 


Re-enactment  of  Stonewall  Riots  approximates 
the  real  thing 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

NEW  YORK  —  The  events  and  actions 
held  here  in  connection  with  the  twentieth 
anniversary  of  the  Stonewall  Riots  told  a  lot 
about  the  people,  political  agendas,  and 
cultures  that  have  emerged  since  that  fateful 
night  in  1969  when  a  group  largely  compos¬ 
ed  of  Black  and  Latino  drag  queens  decided 
they’d  had  enough  of  police  harassment. 
Elaborate  celebrations,  rituals  of  tribute 
and  mourning,  spontaneous  street  actions, 
fits  of  unleashed  anger,  and  various 
demonstrations  of  pride  and  unity  marked 
the  end  of  the  second  decade  since 
Stonewall. 

Although  the  largest  of  the  weekend’s 
events  —  the  June  24  rally  and  June  25 
march  —  were  organized  by  New  York’s 
Heritage  of  Pride  Committee,  there  were 
plenty  of  other  groups  who  took  it  upon 
themselves  to  commemorate  the  “original” 
pride  event.  From  the  various  Radical 
Fairie  gatherings,  to  an  ACT  UP/NY-led 
non-permit  march,  to  parties  sponsored  by 
Las  Buenas  Amigas  and  the  New  York  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Community  Center  (among 
many  others),  to  the  Stonewall  reenactment- 
turned-real-riot,  there  may  not  have  been  so 
many  organized  and  unorganized  activity 
options  for  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  homosex¬ 
ual  and  queer  people  of  all  stripes  since  the 
1987  March  on  Washington. 

Celebrants  for  the  twentieth  anniversary 
came  from  all  across  the  country  to  join 

Pride  by  the 


their  New  York  counterparts  in  what  most 
observers  say  is  the  largest  gay  pride  celebra¬ 
tion  in  New  York’s  history.  Most  estimates 
put  Sunday’s  parade  turnout  at  150,000. 

The  first  of  the  several  large  public 
gatherings  took  place  Saturday  morning, 
when  over  1000  activists  gathered  for  a 
march  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  called 
by  ACT  UP/NY.  The  group  marched  from 
Sheridan  Square  in  Greenwich  Village  (the 
site  of  the  original  Stonewall  Inn  bar)  up 
some  80  blocks  to  Central  Park  where  it 
made  a  dramatic  entrance  to  the  afternoon 
Pride  rally.  The  marchers,  who  did  not  have 
a  permit,  were  loud,  brash,  and  not  without 
humor.  When  crowd-control  cops  tried  to 
limit  the  marchers  to  two  lanes  of  four-lane 
Sixth  Avenue,  the  marchers  chanted  “We 
want  the  whole  street,”  and  got  what  they 
wanted.  Many  of  their  other  chants 
highlighted  AIDS  issues,  but  also  included 
chants  such  as  “Arrest  us.  Just  try  it. 
Remember  Stonewall  was  a  riot.” 

The  afternoon  rally,  organized  by 
Heritage  of  Pride,  combined  calls  to 
political  action  with  entertainment.  Barbara 
Smith,  Joan  Nestle,  Tim  Powers,  Harvey 
Fierstein,  and  Harry  Hay  were  among  the 
speakers.  Smith,  editor  of  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press,  challenged  lesbians 
and  gay  men  to  attack  racism  not  only  in  our 
own  communities  but  also  in  society  at 
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Fat  Dykes  from  Hell,  Jerry’s  Faeries,  and  cellophane 
pants  in  SF’s  biggest  annual  celebration 


By  Miranda  Kolbe 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Over  300,000  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men  and  bisexuals  —  along  with 
more  than  a  few  straights  —  from  the  Bay 
Area  as  well  as  from  all  over  the  U.S.  and 
beyond  joined  in  celebrating  Stonewall  20, 
the  1989  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Day 
Parade.  In  contrast,  at  the  first  march  held 
on  June  28,  1970,  between  20  and  30  people 
attended  the  informal  march  down  Polk 
Street  to  the  Civic  Center,  which  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  gay-in  by  200  people  in  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

San  Francisco  Mayor  Art  Agnos,  U.S. 
Reps.  Barbara  Boxer  and  Nancy  Pelosi,  and 
gay  Board  of  Supervisors  President  Harry 
Britt  all  marched  in  the  five-hour  march  and 
rally,  San  Francisco’s  largest  annual 
celebration. 

Beginning  on  Castro  Street  in  the  heart  of 
the  city’s  gay  neighborhood  and  ending  at 
City  Hall  hours  later,  marchers  and  on¬ 
lookers  thronged  the  area,  with  spectators 
climbing  telephone  poles  and  bus  stands. 


store  windows  and  one  another’s  shoulders 
for  a  better  view  of  the  scene  as  it  passed  by. 
The  march  led  off  with  Dykes  on  Bikes,  a 
group  of  500  lesbian  bikers  festooned  in 
leather,  blue  jeans,  satin  and  lace.  Cheers 
rang  through  the  crowd  and  the  bikers 
responded  by  cheering  the  on-lookers  in 
return.  Groups  such  as  Sistah  Boom,  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Chorus,  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band,  local  bars  and 
unofficial  cheerleaders  kept  the  marchers 
moving  at  a  steady  beat. 

At  least  a  quarter  of  the  marchers  were 
representatives  of  AIDS  organizations:  the 
San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation,  the  Shanti 
Project,  the  AIDS/ARC  Vigil,  Project  In¬ 
form,  PWA  Voice,  Mothers  and  Concerned 
Others  of  People  with  AIDS,  AIDS 
Widows,  and  a  myriad  of  other  AIDS  sup¬ 
port  and  organizing  groups.  Many  people 
with  AIDS  participated  in  the  march, 
several  in  wheelchairs,  as  the  crowd  ap- 
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Mapplethorpe  photo 
exhibit  censored 

Les/gay  artists  and  activists  decry  cancellation  of  gay 
gallery  show 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  Artists,  lesbian  and 
gay  activists,  and  civil  libertarians  continue 
to  denounce  right-wing  sponsored  suppres¬ 
sion  of  expression  in  the  wake  of  the  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art  to 
cancel  its  scheduled  exhibit  of  work  by 
renowned  gay  photographer  Robert  Map¬ 
plethorpe.  The  firestorm  of  controversy 
touched  off  by  the  decision  has  raised  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  future  of  federal  support  for 
the  arts  and  of  “self-censorship”  that  may 
continue  to  spread  among  artists  and  art 
organizations  in  an  increasingly  conser¬ 
vative  political  climate. 

The  Corcoran,  which  announced  its  deci¬ 
sion  to  cancel  the  Mapplethorpe  show  in 
mid-June,  has  been  criticized  for  buckling 
under  right-wing-led  Congressional  threats 
to  slash  the  budget  of  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Arts  (NEA).  Conservatives  in 
the  House  and  Senate  have  used  Map- 
plethope’s  work,  which  is  explicitly  sexual 
and  gay,  and  the  work  of  Andres  Serrano, 
which  includes  a  photograph  of  a  crucifix 
submerged  in  a  jar  of  his  own  urine,  as 
lightning  rods  for  public  outcry  in  their  at¬ 
tempts  to  curtail  government  support  for 
controversial  art.  The  timing  of  the  Map¬ 
plethorpe  exhibit  at  the  Corcoran,  which 
was  scheduled  to  open  July  1,  would  have 
coincided  with  congressional  review  of  NEA 
budget  appropriations. 

In  a  letter  dated  June  8,  1989,  108 
members  of  Congress,  led  by  Texas 
Republican  Rep.  Dick  Armey  and  New 
York  Republican  Sen.  Alfonse  D’Amato, 
expressed  their  “outrage”  at  NEA  support 
for  Mapplethorpe’s  and  Serrano’s  work.  In 
the  letter  addressed  to  acting  NEA  Chair¬ 
man  Hugh  Southern,  they  said  the  work  by 
Mapplethorpe,  who  died  of  AIDS  in  March, 
contained  “morally  repugnant  material  of  a 
sexual  nature.” 

The  letter  concluded  by  speculating  that 
“If  the  NEA  has  enough  money  to  fund  this 


type  of  project,  then  perhaps  the  NEA  has 
too  much  money  to  handle  responsibly.” 

Armey  was  quoted  by  the  New  York 
Times  as  saying  he  would  introduce  a  budget 
amendment  that  would  curtail  NEA  fun¬ 
ding  if  the  NEA  did  not  come  up  with 
guidelines  that  would  prevent  funding  of 
“offensive”  work  like  Mapplethorpe’s  and 
Serrano’s.  “Everybody  knows  that  if  1  go 
down  to  the  floor  with  an  amendment,  and 
while  the  debate  on  that  amendment  is  going 
on,  the  Mapplethorpe  catalogue  is  left  on 
the  leadership  table  for  members  to  come  by 
and  look  at,  I  win.  I  could  devastate  that 
budget  by  taking  that  thing  to  the  floor.  I 
could  blow  their  budget  out  of  the  water!” 
he  told  the  Times. 

Jock  Reynolds,  Director  of  the 
Washington  Project  for  the  Arts  (WPA), 
told  GCN  he  was  shocked  at  the  Corcoran’s 
decision  to  pull  the  Mapplethorpe  show  and 
that  the  current  debate  in  Congress  over  arts 
funding  was  part  of  “a  real  gay-bashing 
agenda.”  By  pulling  the  show,  he  said,  the 
Corcoran  caved  in  to  political  intimidation, 
making  a  decision  that  constituted  a  breach 
of  freedom  of  expression.  (WPA  announc¬ 
ed  June  26  that  it  will  show  the  controversial 
Mapplethorpe  retrospective  cancelled  by  the 
Corcoran,  called  “The  Perfect  Moment,” 
beginning  July  20.) 

Reynolds  also  slammed  as  hypocritical 
the  members  of  Congress  who  justified  their 
censorship  activities  as  ways  to  stop  fraud 
and  abuse  of  public  funds.  “They  are  talk¬ 
ing  about  a  total  of  $45,000  [that  directly  or 
indirectly  supported  Mapplethorpe’s  and 
Serrano’s  works]  out  of  a  total  of  $68 
million  for  the  whole  country.  This  comes  in 
the  face  of  billions  in  bail  out  for  the  savings 
and  loan  industry,  multiple  millions  of 
fraud  in  HUD,  and  continued  Pentagon 
fraud,”  said  Reynolds. 

After  the  Corcoran  announced  the 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“My  affection  for  our  oldest  grandson  is 
just  that  he’s  there  and  he’s  ready  and  he 
plays  ball  and  he  does  stuff....  We’re  going 
to  the  Orioles  game  tomorrow,  I  think  it  is, 
but  it  is  not  discriminatory.  It  is  not 
discriminatory.” 

—  George  Bush,  explaining  why  he 
takes  his  grandson,  but  not  his  grand¬ 
daughters,  on  fishing  trips,  in  the  New  York 
Times.  Days  earlier,  Bush  addressed  the 
American  Association  of  University 
Women,  and  called  for  an  end  to  “ archaic 
and  unacceptable”  attitudes  about  women. 
He  said  that  he  found  it  ‘‘unthinkable  that 
any  opportunity  should  be  available  to  my 
pride  and  joy,  our  oldest  grandson,  George 
P.,  that  isn’t  also  out  there  for  his  cousin 
Jenna  Bush.  ” 

Chicago  ASO  joins 
calls  for  testing 

CHICAGO  —  The  largest  AIDS  service 
organization  (ASO)  here  has  called  for  in¬ 
creased  voluntary  anonymous  HIV  testing. 
The  Howard  Brown  Memorial  Clinic 
(HBMC)  joins  a  number  of  ASOs,  including 
the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation,  that 
have  recently  begun  to  actively  encourage 
testing. 

“Early  intervention  is  very  important,  we 
believe,  in  forestalling  and  possibly  prevent¬ 
ing  development  of  many  of  the  illnesses 
associated  with  HIV  infection  and  AIDS,” 
said  Judith  Johns,  HBMC’s  executive  direc¬ 
tor. 

Johns  said  that  there  are  “drug  therapies 
available  that  clearly  prolong  life  in  HIV- 
infected  individuals,”  and  cited  aerosol  pen¬ 
tamidine  as  an  example.  (Aerosol  pen¬ 
tamidine  was  recently  approved  by  the  FDA 
and  is  a  measure  used  by  some  HIV-positive 
people  to  prevent  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia  [PCP],  the  single  largest  cause 
of  death  among  people  with  AIDS.) 

Since  doctors  in  Illinois  are  permitted  by 
law  to  test  for  HIV  without  the  individual’s 
knowledge  or  consent,  it  is  to  the 
individual’s  benefit  to  know  his  or  her  HIV 
status  before  going  in  for  any  kind  of  treat¬ 
ment,  said  Johns.  A  positive  HIV  test  result 
could  affect  the  handling  of  some  medical, 
surgical,  or  dental  procedures,  said  Johns, 
and  she  also  stressed  that  anyone  consider¬ 
ing  pregnancy  should  be  tested. 

Johns  emphasized  that  testing  should  be 
anonymous  and  confidential.  HBMC  and 
the  City  of  Chicago  Department  of  Health 
both  offer  anonymous  and  confidential 
HIV  testing  here. 

□  Saskia  Gugler 

Committee  to  Free 
Kowalski  closes 

WASHINGTON  —  With  a  declaration 
that  it  had  substantially  completed  its  main 
objectives,  the  National  Committee  to  Free 
Sharon  Kowalski  announced  June  19  that  it 
had  shut  down  its  operation.  The  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  was  organized  in  1987,  has  work¬ 
ed  to  publicize  and  influence  the  case  of 
Kowalski,  who  was  severely  injured  in  an  ac¬ 
cident  in  1983  and  prevented  by  her  father 
from  receiving  rehabilitation  and  from  see¬ 
ing  her  lover,  Karen  Thompson. 

“With  Sharon’s  [recent  move  to  an  ex¬ 
tended  care  facility  in  Minneapolis],  we  have 
substantially  completed  the  agenda  around 
which  we  organized  in  1987,”  said  Tacie  De- 
janikus,  co-chair  of  the  National  Commit¬ 
tee.  “Sharon  is  getting  good  rehabilitation; 
she  has  contact  with  Karen  Thompson  and 
her  other  friends;  she  has  returned  to  the 
Minneapolis  area,  where  she  had  made  her 
home;  we’ve  promoted  the  book  Karen 
wrote  with  Julie  Andrezejewski,  Why  Can  7 
Sharon  Kowalski  Come  Home?,  to  get  the 
facts  of  the  case  out  to  the  public;  and  as  a 
bonus,  Donald  Kowalski  will  be  replaced  as 
guardian.” 

Although  the  district  court  judge  who 
has  presided  over  the  legal  aspects  of 
Kowalski’s  case  has  not  named  a  new  guar¬ 
dian  for  Kowalski,  the  National  Committee 
reports  that  the  judge,  Robert  Campbell, 
has  indicated  he  will  accept  Donald 
Kowalski's  request  to  be  removed  as  guar¬ 
dian.  The  Committee  also  reports  that 
Campbell  will  not  name  Thompson  as  guar¬ 
dian. 


Thompson  praised  the  work  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Committee.  “The  Committee  has 
achieved  a  great  deal,”  she  said.  “Any  fur¬ 
ther  areas  of  question  in  Sharon’s  future  can 
be  hammered  out  by  my  lawyer  in  court. 
This  nightmare  is  almost  over,  and  Sharon 
and  I  can  be  free  to  determine  what  the 
future  holds  for  us.” 

In  closing  its  doors,  the  National  Com¬ 
mittee  emphasized  that  the  case  of  Sharon 
Kowalski  “represents  a  powerful  lesson 
about  the  need  for  all  couples  who  choose 
not  to  marry  or  do  not  have  legal  access  to 
marriage  to  create  durable  power  of  at¬ 
torney  documents  for  their  own 
protection.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Secret  Compound 
Q  study  under  fire 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  (FDA)  is  investigating 
a  “secret”  trial  of  the  promising  anti-HIV 
treatment  known  as  Compound  Q.  (HIV  is  a 
virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of 
AIDS.)  Begun  by  an  underground  of  doc¬ 
tors  and  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  in  April, 
the  trial  seeks  to  determine  whether  Com¬ 
pound  Q  (also  called  GLQ223)  can  be  safely 
taken  by  PWAs.  The  study  will  also  examine 
whether  the  drug,  which  has  shown 
remarkable  anti-HIV  activity  in  the 
laboratory,  is  effective  as  an  antiviral  in 
humans. 

The  coordinator  of  the  study,  Martin 
Delaney  of  Project  Inform  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  said  that  officials  in  the  FDA  have 
known  of  the  clandestine  study  and  its  pro¬ 
gress  since  it  began,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times.  But  in  the  wake  of  the  death  of 
one  of  the  study’s  participants,  the  FDA  an¬ 
nounced  June  27  that  it  would  begin  an  in¬ 
vestigation. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the 
FDA’s  inquiry  will  look  at  the  “scale  and 
nature”  of  the  study,  as  well  as  “the  exact 
circumstances  surrounding  the  death  and 
other  adverse  reactions.” 

An  FDA-approved  study  of  Compound 
Q  in  humans  began  in  late  May,  but  many 
PWAs  and  their  advocates  have  criticized  its 
painstakingly  slow  progress  and  limited 
enrollment.  So  far  there  are  only  five  people 
taking  the  drug  at  half  the  dose  administered 
in  the  secret  trial,  according  to  the  Times. 

According  to  the  reports,  the  man  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  underground  study  who  died  had 
gone  into  a  coma  in  reaction  to  the  drug.  His 
death,  however,  occurred  after  he  came  out 
of  the  coma  when  he  vomited  in  his  sleep 
and  choked.  Delaney  was  quoted  in  the 
Times  as  saying  the  study  would  continue, 
since  the  man  “did  not  die  of  direct  effects 
of  the  drug.” 

The  Compound  Q  being  used  in  the 
underground  study  was  obtained  from  a 
manufacturer  in  China,  and  made  its  way  to 
the  doctors  participating  in  the  study 
through  an  elaborate  smuggling  system. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

FDA  approves  two 
drugs 

WASHINGTON  —  In  an  un¬ 
characteristic  move,  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA)  moved  quickly  to  grant 
approval  to  two  AIDS-related  drugs  June 
26.  The  two  drugs  combat  blindness,  often 
caused  by  CMV  retinitis,  and  anemia,  a 
possible  side-effect  of  AZT,  said  the  Boston 
Globe. 

The  FDA  gave  full  marketing  approval  to 
gancyclovir,  also  known  as  DHPG.  The  ap¬ 
proval  of  ganciclovir  comes  after  an  intense 
campaign  by  AIDS  activists,  physicians  who 
treat  PWAs,  and  Anthony  Fauci,  director  of 
the  National  Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times.  Gancyclovir,  which  helps  fight 
cytomegalovirus  (CMV)  retinitis,  had  in¬ 
vestigational  new  drug  (IND)  status,  but 
had  not  undergone  a  clinical  trial.  Those 
pushing  for  approval  argued  that  there  was 
sufficient  data  showing  the  drug’s  effec¬ 
tiveness  to  warrant  approval  without  a 
clinical  trial. 

Erythropoietin,  a  protein  product  which 
treats  severe  anemia,  was  granted  IND 
status  and  will  be  available  in  premarket 
distribution.  The  Globe  reported  that 
anemia  is  often  a  side  effect  of  AZT  and  has 
affected  an  estimated  10,000  people  who 
take  AZT. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 
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Salsa  hits  Boston 

BOSTON  —  LESLA  (Lesbianas  Latinas) 
organized  Boston’s  first  Salsa  Meets  Soul 
Gay  Pride  dance  on  June  25  at  the  1270,  a 
local  club.  More  than  200  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  of  diverse  nationalities  turned  out  for 
the  first-time  event.  “Tonight  was  a  way  to 
bring  our  music  to  segments  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  that  has  had  very  little 
exposure  to  Latin  music,”  said  LESLA 
member  Virge  Palermo. 

LESLA  is  a  Latina  lesbian  organization 
whose  purpose  is  “..  .to  share  our  experience 
and  our  lives  as  lesbians.”  Palermo  and  Vi¬ 
vian  Carlos,  another  member  of  LESLA, 
said  that  the  music  historically  played  at 
most  gay  and  lesbian  events  alienates  gay 
and  lesbian  Latinos.  “One  thing  that  has 
kept  us  separated  is  the  music,”  said 
Carlos.  “Our  music  is  our  identity,  our  ex¬ 
pressive  source... before  tonight  there  was 
no  way  for  gay  and  lesbian  Latinos  to  come 
together... we  usually  have  rotating  house 
parties  where  we  can  play  our  music.” 

Carlos  said  that  she  was  pleased  by  the 
cooperation  LESLA  received  from  both  the 
1270  and  one  of  its  DJs,  who  spun  sets  mix¬ 
ed  by  LESLA,  and  added,  “...people  who 
have  clubs  should  recognize  that  we,  as 
Latinos,  are  important... we  want  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community.” 

For  more  information  about  LESLA, 
write  to  P.O.  Box  387,  Astor  Station, 
Boston,  MA  02123-0387. 

□  Wickie  Stamps 
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If  Your  Lover  Drinks 
Too  Much 

it  affects  your  life,  too.  Your 
finances.  Your  stability.  Your 
self-esteem.  Your  ability  to 
make  and  keep  friends. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
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LESBIAN  MOTHER 
STUDY 


ARE  YOU  HAVING  A  CHILD 


BY  ALTERNATIVE 
INSEMINATION? 

We  are  interested  in  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  lesbian  mothers  as  part  of  a 
multi-city  study  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  If  you  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating  or  pregnant,  you  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  study.  If  you  have  a 
partner  who  will  be  co-mothering,  she 
also  may  be  included. 

The  study  is  set  up  as  a  20-year 
longitudinal  study  of  lesbian  families. 
The  first  interview  will  take  place  before 
the  baby  is  born  (or  before  conception, 
for  women  who  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating).  Follow-up  interviews  will 
take  place  when  the  child  is  between  1 
and  2  years  old  and  when  the  child  is  5, 
10,  and  17  years. 

The  interviewers  will  meet  you  at  your 
home.  All  interviewers  are  lesbian  men¬ 
tal  health  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  consider  par¬ 
ticipating,  please  call. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.:  Caroline  Sparks, 
Ph.D.,  Jean  Hamilton,  M.D. 

301/951-9040. 

BOSTON:  Nancy  Reed,  M.S.W., 
L.I.C.S.W.  617/661-0248 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Nanette  Gartrell 
M.D.  415/346-2336 


Les/gay  legal  status  in  the 
post-Hardwick  era 

GLAD  sponsors  forum  on  sex  and  the  law 


Radical  Fairies  recreate  Judy  Garland’s  funeral 


Big  Pride 

Continued  from  page  I 

large.  She  reminded  ralliers,  “Stonewall  was 
a  riot,  now  we  need  a  revolution!’’  Nestle, 
co-founder  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Ar¬ 
chives,  shared  the  words  of  some  of  the  les¬ 
bians  whose  voices  are  preserved  by  the  Ar¬ 
chives.  She  told  the  audience  that  Stonewall 
was  an  act  of  courage,  and  that  all  of  us  can 
take  acts  of  courage  in  our  daily  lives. 
Powers,  a  person  with  AIDS  (PWA)  and 
ACT  LIP  member,  said  he  was  proud  of  his 
community  but  criticized  community 
leaders  who  have  failed  to  adequately  in¬ 
clude  people  with  HIV  disease  and  AIDS 
issues  in  their  work.  Playwright/actor  Fiers- 
tein  had  a  simple  message  for  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  Like  Nestle  he  urged  daily  acts  of 
resistance  under  the-theme  “No  more  lies.” 
Clad  in  faerie  garb,  Hay,  a  founder  of  the 
Mattachine  Society  in  the  early  1 950s,  gave  a 
talk  about  the  presence  of  gay  and  lesbian 
people  in  different  historical  periods  and 
cultures. 

One  of  the  events  scheduled  for  Saturday 
evening  was  billed  as  a  reenactment  of  the 
Stonewall  Riots.  But  what  began  as  a  mostly 
playful  piece  of  'Street -  theater  (including 


By  William  John  Mann 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  —  With  a  renewed 
sense  of  celebration,  between  500  and  600 
gay  men  and  lesbians  turned  out  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Day  here,  June  24.  Last 
year’s  Pride  Day  was  fueled  by  anger, 
brought  on  by  the  gay-bashing  murder  of 
Richard  Reihl  just  weeks  before  and  by  ven- 
emous  right-wing  attacks  by  the  Catholic 
Church  and  other  reactionary  groups.  More 
than  800  people,  a  record  attendance, 
marched  through  downtown  Hartford  in 
1988.  Although  this  year’s  attendance  was 
somewhat  lower,  organizers  were  upbeat 
about  the  day. 

The  mood  was  more  festive  and  “much 
more  celebratory”  this  year,  according  to 
Carol  Gale,  coordinator  of  the  march  and 
festival  for  the  past  three  years.  Gale  added 
that  the  Connecticut  General  Assembly’s  re¬ 
cent  failure  to  pass  a  gay  rights  bill  wasn’t 
viewed  as  a  defeat  for  the  community.  “We 
turned  the  defeat  into  a  very  positive 
event,”  she  explains.  “We  showed  that  on 
Saturday  by  displaying  our  strength  and  our 
unity  and  our  visibility.” 

Unlike  previous  Pride  Days,  this  year’s 
celebration  met  with  little  open  hostility. 
Two  lone  counter-demonstrators  holding 
signs  with  Biblical  passages  printed  on  them 
were  spotted  along  the  route.  Marchers 
stopped  to  chant  “Shame,  shame,  shame,” 
before  moving  on.  Mary  Ann  Pressamarita, 
spokesperson  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
group,  the  Connecticut  Coalition  for 
Decency,  was  notable  by  her  absence.  In 
past  years,  she  and  several  of  her  “Blue 
Beret”  followers  have  distributed  anti-gay 
literature  during  the  parade. 

Gale  said  the  lower  turnout  this  year  was 
also  due  to  increased  Gay  Pride  activities  in 
New  York.  Many  Connecticut  residents 
traditionally  march  in  New  York’s  parade, 
which  is  held  on  the  Sunday  following  Con¬ 
necticut’s  Pride  Day.  This  year,  an  addi¬ 
tional  march  was  held  in  Greenwich  Village 
the  night  before  Pride  Day.  “We  decided  to 
stick  with  our  traditions,  even  if  it  meant 


foam-rubber  “bricks”)  evolved  into  an 
unplanned  taking  over  of  the  streets  of 
Greenwich  Village.  A  group  of  between  500 
and  1000  initially  gathered  for  the  reenact¬ 
ment  on  Christopher  Street  in  front  of  the 
site  of  the  Stonewall  Inn. 

The  crowd  took  to  the  streets  when 
several  protesters  began  chanting  “Let’s 
take  Seventh  Avenue!”  Carrying  police  bar¬ 
ricades,  the  crowd  marched  around  for  a 
couple  of  hours,  blocking  traffic  and 
challenging  police  and  onlookers. 

A  confrontation  with  the  police  took 
place  when  the  crowd,  now  numbering 
around  2000,  arrived  at  the  Sixth  Precinct 
station  where  they  demanded  a  police 
response  to  the  murders  of  two  gay  men 
whose  bodies  had  been  found  on  a  nearby 
pier  the  night  before.  Two  windows  were 
broken  at  the  station,  and  a  number  of 
United  States  flags  were  burnt.  The  police 
locked  themselves  in  the  station,  and  the 
protesters  blocked  the  station  door  with  a 
police  barricade  for  20  minutes. 

From  the  station,  the  marchers  made  their 
way  to  the  West  Side  Highway,  where  a  tour 
bus  ran  over  a  police  barricade  and  struck 
several  protesters.  Approximately  3000 
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losing  some  people  who  were  going  early  to 
New  York,”  Gale  says,  explaining  the  rea¬ 
son  why  the  Pride  Festival  Committee 
didn’t  change  their  date  to  accommodate 
New  York.  “We’ve  built  a  solid  foundation 
of  gay  pride  in  Connecticut  and  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  stand  by  our  own  community.” 

The  day  began  at  the  State  Capitol,  where 
nearly  500  people  listened  to  speeches  by  Pat 
Booth,  a  lesbian  with  disabilities;  Diane 
Martell,  who  chronicled  the  events  of  the 
Stonewall  Riots  and  the  early  days  of  Con¬ 
necticut’s  own  gay  liberation  movement; 
Lizz  Toledo,  representing  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Focus  of  the  All  People’s  Congress; 
and  John  Bonelli,  co-director  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights,  who  plans  to  announce  his  intention 
to  run  as  the  first  openly  gay  candidate  for 
Hartford  City  Council,  July  12. 

The  mile-long  march  wound  through  a 
deserted  downtown  Hartford.  Following 
the  parade,  another  hundred  joined  the 
marchers  for  a  festival  in  Hartford’s  Pope 
Park,  where  information  booths,  craft  and 
book  tables,  and  refreshments  were  set  up. 
Although  rain  threatened,  entertainment 
was  provided  on  an  open  stage,  and  includ¬ 
ed  Attabetts,  a  women’s  Latin  rhythm  band, 
and  GaLS  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Stage),  a  troupe 
of  drag  performers. 

Gale,  who  is  retiring  this  year  as  coor¬ 
dinator,  said  she  is  pleased  with  the  progress 
Connecticut’s  lesbian  and  gay  community 
has  made  over  the  years.  She  recalled  the 
state’s  first  Pride  Day  in  1982.  About  200 
gathered  for  a  low-key  rally;  there  was  no 
march.  This  year,  Gay  Pride  was  celebrated 
by  a  month-long  series  of  events,  ranging 
from  a  gay  and  lesbian  film  festival  to 
several  rallies  and  plays.  And  more  than  200 
people  attended  a  dance  which  marked  the 
culmination  of  Pride  Day. 

“We  may  have  lost  the  bill,”  Gale  said, 
“but  we  haven’t  lost  our  community.  We 
haven’t  lost  our  dignity  and  we  haven’t  lost 
our  pride.”  □ 


By  Mike  Friedman 

BOSTON  —  Nearly  100  people  attended 
a  forum  June  28  to  discuss  the  legal  status  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  on  the  twentieth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Stonewall  Riots  and  the 
third  anniversary  of  the  Bowers  v.  Hardwick 
decision.  “Sex  and  the  Law,”  sponsored  by 
Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  focused  mostly  on  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  notorious  Hardwick 
decision,  which  upheld  the  constitutionality 
of  sodomy  laws. 

During  the  discussion  period  following 
the  panel  presentation,  audience  members 
as  well  as  panelists  debated  a  partner 
notification  bill,  H226,  which  GLAD  helped 
to  formulate  (see  related  story  below). 

Kevin  Cathcart,  GLAD’s  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  began  the  forum  by  briefly  outlining  the 
Hardwick  case.  Atlanta  bartender  Michael 
Hardwick  brought  suit  against  the  state  of 
Georgia  after  he  was  arrested  in  his 
bedroom  for  violating  the  state’s  sodomy 
law.  Georgia’s  law  prohibits  all  oral  and 
anal  sex  and  is  punishable  in  Georgia  by  up 
to  20  years  in  prison.  Although  the  state 
dropped  the  charges  against  Hardwick,  he 
pursued  the  case  in  the  courts.  In  June  of 
1986,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  there 
was  “no  fundamental  right  to  engage  in 
homosexual  sodomy.” 

Cathcart  called  Hardwick  “the  tawdriest 
decision  in  a  long  time.”  The  court  ignored 
the  privacy  arguments  presented  by  Hard¬ 
wick  and  hearkened  back  to  “Judeo- 
Christian”  morality,  citing  court  rulings 
made  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

Although  Massachusetts  does  have  a 
sodomy  law,  which  prohibits  anal  sex  and 
bestiality,  it  is  rarely  enforced,  explained  at¬ 
torney  Barbara  Macy,  another  panelist. 
When  gay  men  do  come  into  contact  with 
anti-sex  laws,  they  are  generally  charged 
with  “open  and  gross  lewdness”  or  “un¬ 
natural  acts/’  which  are  both  felonies,  or 
“lewd  and  lascivious  speech  and  behavior,” 
a  misdemeanor. 

The  most  serious  charge  commonly  levied 
against  gay  men  is  “indecent  assault  and 
battery,”  which  falls  under  the  state’s  rape 
law.  This  charge  is  often  the  result  of  entrap¬ 
ment,  usually  in  a  public  place,  by  a  police 
officer.  Macy  said  that  there  have  been 
several  recent  cases  of  entrapment  by  police 
in  the  Harvard  University  Science  Center. 
“This  is  a  very  serious  charge,  and  it’s  very 
difficult  to  get  thrown  out,  because  you 
have  to  prove  that  there  was  no  pre¬ 
disposition.”  She  said  that  this  charge  is 
often  brought  against  gay  men  in  suburban 
and  outlying  areas  where  it  is  unlikely  that 


By  Jay  Roberts 

BOSTON  —  Activists  clashed  on  the  con¬ 
troversial  issue  of  partner  notification  dur¬ 
ing  most  of  the  discussion  period  following 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders’(GLAD)  Sex  and  the  Law  forum 
on  June  28. 

“We  live  in  a  society  that  encourages  a  lot 
of  people  to  lie  about  their  sex  lives,  to  lie 
about  their  use  of  drugs,”  explained 
GLAD’s  Executive  Director,  Kevin 
Cathcart,  defending  Massachusetts  bill 
H226. 

That  bill  would  permit  disclosure  of  HIV 
test  results  in  three  specific  cases:  “to  a  cur¬ 
rent  sexual  partner,  unknowingly  at 
risk...”;  during  medical  emergencies,  where 
disclosure  is  necessary  to  protest  the 
subject’s  life  or  health;  and  to  other  health 
care  providers  “who  may  be  at  risk  of  infec¬ 
tion”  due  to  exposure  during  an  “invasive 
examination  or  surgical  procedure.”  Denise 
McWilliams,  GLAD’s  AIDS  Law  Project 
Director,  had  a  hand  in  the  development  of 
H226  while  serving  on  a  working  group  set 
up  by  the  Department  of  Public  Health. 
(See  GCN,  June  25-30,  1989). 


victims  of  entrapment  will  fight  back  legally 
because  of  the  fear  of  publicity  and  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  a  lengthy  defense. 

Macy  turned  her  focus  to  the  question  of 
privacy.  Since  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
the  state’s  highest  court  has  ruled  that  con¬ 
sensual  sex  between  two  adults  in  private  is 
not  criminal,  the  definition  of  “private”  is  a 
central  concern.  While  a  room  with  doors 
and  shades  drawn  is  clearly  a  private  space, 
a  car  in  a  dark  area  might  not  be.  Bushes  and 
rest  areas  are  definitely  not  private. 
Bathroom  stalls  with  doors  shut  and  locked 
are  private,  but  stalls  without  doors  or 
urinal  areas  of  bathrooms  are  not  private. 

Macy  was  a  bit  cheered  by  her  perception 
that  there  have  been  fewer  people  arrested 
on  sex  charges  recently  and  said  that  it  had 
been  several  month  since  she  had  been  called 
about  a  sex  case.  In  addition,  Macy  said 
that,  so  far,  HIV  antibody  testing  has  not 
been  an  issue  in  sex-related  criminal  cases, 
but  that  it  could  be  a  problem  in  the  future. 
(HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause 
of  AIDS.) 

Charley  Shively,  activist,  writer  and 
member  of  the  Fag  Rag  collective,  talked 
about  pornography  and  how  the  law  deals 
with  images  of  sexuality. 

“All  pornography  is  homosexual.  It’s  the 
only  time  that  straight  men  get  to  see  other 
men  with  hardons,”  said  Shively.  He 
pointed  out  that  this  year  is  also  the  thirtieth 
anniversary  of  the  decision  that  affirmed  the 
right  of  One  magazine,  a  pioneer  gay 
publication,  to  be  sent  through  the  U.S. 
mail.  Previously,  he  said,  any  publication 
that  referred  to  homosexuality  in  a  positive 
light  was  considered  obscene  and  was 
therefore  banned. 

Fag  Rag,  Shively  said,  has  been  banned  in 
Canada,  publicly  burned  in  South  Africa, 
and  called  “the  most  loathsome  publication 
in  the  English  language”  by  a  right-wing 
newspaper  in  New  Hampshire.  The  best  way 
to  counter  assaults  on  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  mainstream  publications,  said  Shively,  is 
to  publish  our  own  newspapers  and 
magazines. 

The  Ku  Klux  Klan,  Shively  said,  has 
recently  begun  a  campaign  to  “kill  queers.” 
In  January  of  1987,  five  gay  men  were  shot 
in  a  North  Carolina  porn  bookstore  [see 
GCN,  July  18,  1989],  said  Shively.  Three 
men  died  and  two  were  seriously  wounded. 
The  families  of  all  of  the  men  said  that  the 
men  weren’t  gay. 

Shively  called  the  recent  attack  by  a  large 
group  of  women  on  several  adult  bookstores 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Some  members  of  the  audience  angrily 
criticized  McWilliams’  position  ;ind  her  role 
in  developing  the  legislation.  ACT  UP 
Boston  member  Steve  Rose  said  that  it  was 
“scary”  to  be  talking  about  “curtailing  our 
own  civil  liberties.”  He  criticized  the  work¬ 
ing  group  for  not  including  any  people  with 
AIDS  in  its  discussions,  and  claimed  that 
GLAD’s  position  “gives  permission  to  peo¬ 
ple  to  have  unsafe  sex”  by  taking  respon¬ 
sibility  away  from  all  individuals  to  practice 
safer  sex. 

MASS  ACT  OUT  member  Jade 
McGleughlin  argued  that  if  legislators  were 
concerned  about  the  problems  of  confiden¬ 
tial  testing,  they  would  be  moving  to  close 
the  state’s  alternative  test  sites,  which  offer 
confidential  testing.  Cathcart  had  earlier 
contended  that  one  of  the  primary  motiva¬ 
tions  for  the  new  legislation  was  protecting 
the  liability  of  doctors,  who  have  been  lob¬ 
bying  heavily  on  this  issue. 

The  implications  of  partner  notification 
for  women  were  also  discussed. 
McGleughlin  suggested  that  the  bill  seemed 

Continued  on  page  6 


Festive  Pride  in  Hartford 

Despite  defeat  of  gay  rights  bill ,  Connecticut  queers  do  it 
in  the  streets  of  a  deserted  downtown 


Partner  notification  bill 
sparks  controversy  at 
GLAD  event 

Debate  over  H226  leads  to  call  for  community  forum 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


“Community  Voices"  and  “Speaking  Out"  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Insurance  troubles? 

Dear  GCN: 

Connecticut  ACT  OUT  would  like  to  hear 
from  any  person  with  HIV-disease  who  has 
a  complaint,  in  a  matter  of  health  insurance, 
against  either  Conn.  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 
or  The  Travelers  Insurance  Company.  For 
instance,  has  either  of  these  insurers  refused 
to  reimburse  you  for  the  cost  of  aerosolized 
pentamidine  (AP)  or  AZT?  Please  let  us 
know.  Conn.  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  and 
The  Travelers  are  headquartered  in  the 
Hartford  area,  which  is  where  we  are  based, 
and  we  are  planning  an  action.  If  you  can 
give  us  your  name,  that  would  be  great,  but 
it  isn’t  necessary.  Feel  free  to  write  anony¬ 
mously  if  you’d  like.  Our  address  is:  Con¬ 
necticut  ACT  OUT,  P.O.  Box  14004,  Hart¬ 
ford'  CT  061 14. 

Yours  truly, 
Connecticut  ACT  OUT 
Hartford,  CT 

‘Playing  chicken  with  an 
epidemic’ 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  sorry  that  J.  Paul  Sullivan  takes  such 
violent  exception  to  my  review  of  George 
Whitmore’s  books  [GCN,  May  28-June  3J. 

If  it  will  make  him  feel  any  better,  I  agree 
with  some  of  his  complaints.  But  not  all  of 
them. 

In  particular,  I  felt  very  uncomfortable 
when  I  learned,  in  an  obituary  published  in 
GCN  two  weeks  after  my  review,  that  Whit¬ 
more  had  already  died.  I  had  been  afraid 
that  might  happen.  But  what  could  I  do?  I 
live  in  a  college  town  in  Southern  Indiana, 
and  GCN  is  virtually  my  sole  source  of  news 
on  people  who  die  of  AIDS  elsewhere  in  the 
country.  As  for  the  fact  that  the  review  did 
not  appear  until  the  books  it  covered  — 
Nebraska  and  Someone  Was  Here  —  were 
almost  two  years  old,  this  too  was  beyond 
my  control.  I  received  them  on  March  1, 
1989,  and  the  review  appeared  in  the  issue 
for  April  30-May  6. 1  can’t  stroll  into  the  of¬ 
fice  once  a  week  to  see  what  books  have 
come  in,  and  I  didn’t  know  until  my  editor 
found  them  and  asked  me  about  them  that 
someone  else  hadn’t  snapped  them  up. 

GCN  is  always  short  of  money  and  peo¬ 
ple,  and  has  gone  through  a  lot  of  personnel 
changes  in  the  last  couple  of  years  which 
make  it  difficult  to  keep  things  organized. 
There  was  a  long  period  when  the  job  of 
Features  Editor,  who  among  many  other 
tasks  assigns  books  to  the  likes  of  me  to  re¬ 
view,  was  only  half-filled.  It’s  hard  to  get 
and  keep  people  when  money  is  chronically 
unavailable.  Like  most  of  GCNs  writers 
and  staff,  I  am  a  volunteer.  If  Sullivan  is  so 
intensely  concerned  about  the  quality  of 
GCN’ s  coverage  of  AIDS  and  the  arts,  he 
ought  to  volunteer,  and  encourage  people  he 
knows  to  volunteer,  to  work  at  the  paper. 

Sullivan  also  had  complaints  about  the 
tone  and  content  of  my  review.  There  is  just 
not  enough  justice  in  these  to  make  me  feel 
guilty,  and  enough  injustice  to  make  me  a 
little  angry  and  insulted.  Sullivan  attacks  me 
for,  he  thinks,  fostering  an  “us/them”  at¬ 
titude  toward  AIDS.  This  is  interesting, 
since  it’s  very  much  what  my  review  was 
about.  I  argued  that  by  writing  Someone 
Was  Here  from  an  impersonal  point  of  view 
and  switching  only  at  the  very  end  to  per¬ 
sonal  testimony,  Whitmore  created  a  ten¬ 
sion  between  “them”  and  “us.”  I  am  not 
sure  that  this  was  Whitmore’s  intent,  but 
what  I  felt  as  a  reader  was  that  a  barrier  had 
come  down  and  I  was  suddenly  and  scarily 
much  closer  to  AIDS  than  I’d  been  when 
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Whitmore  invisibly  wrote  about  the  lives  of 
others.  This  is  where  I  got  the  metaphor  of 
“playing  chicken  with  an  epidemic,”  and 
Whitmore’s  account  of  his  own  struggle 
shows  that  it  is  not  only  PWOA  (People 
Without  AIDS)  who  feel  the  desire  to  put 
the  disease  Out  There  Somewhere,  who  have 
to  figure  out  where  they  stand  in  relation  to 
it.  (How  is  Sullivan  so  sure,  incidentally, 
that  /don’t  have  AIDS?  I  never  said  I  don’t. 
You  can  read  almost  all  of  Someone  Was 
Here  without  knowing  that  Whitmore  did. 
That’s  what  I  mean  by  playing  chicken  with 
an  epidemic.)  As  for  my  use  of  the  word 
“plague,”  it’s  odd  that  Sullivan  first  gripes 
that  I  am  too  distant,  too  uninvolved,  and 
then  attacks  me  for  using  inflammatory 
language.  I  think,  however,  that  I  put  all  this 
in  the  review,  and  that  Sullivan’s  anger  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  reading  it.  I  wish  I’d  had 
more  time  to  write  a  better  piece,  but  I  knew 
it  was  long  overdue  and  I  wrote  much  faster 
than  I  usually  do.  I’m  sorry  that  it  wasn’t 
good  enough,  but  they  never  are. 

Duncan  Mitchel 
Bloomington,  Ind. 

‘A  Survivor’s  Manual’ 

Dear  GCN: 

Your  interview  with  Mike  Lew,  author  of 
the  male  survivor’s  book  Victims  No  Longer 
was  great.  Interviewer  Pam  Mitchell’s  ques¬ 
tions  and  Mike’s  replies  covered  a  lot  of 
material  in  a  small  amount  of  space,  really 
addressing  the  major  issues.  One  of  Mike’s 
most  important  messages  is  that  men  who 
were  abused  do  not  automatically  become 
abusers.  He  is  also  clear  that  the  issue  is 
power  not  sex,  and  that  even  childhood 
peers  can  be  sexually  abusive. 

Simson  L.  Garfinkel’s  review  was  moving¬ 
ly  personal  and  fair  in  its  assessment.  Some 
of  his  concerns  about  the  length  and  amount 
of  contextual  material  in  Victims  No  Longer 
were  addressed  with  the  publication  in  May 
1988  of  our  book  Adults  Molested  As  Chil¬ 
dren:  A  Survivor’s  Manual  for  Women  and 
Men,  the  first  book  on  adult  survivors  of 
childhood  sexual  abuse  to  explicitly  include 
male  survivors. 

Written  by  incest  survivor  and  lesbian 
Euan  Bear  with  contributions  from  Peter 
Dimock,  a  male  survivor  and  social  worker 
who  treats  male  survivors,  the  Survivor’s 
Manual  is  gay  and  lesbian  positive,  written 
in  simple,  accessible  language,  and  covers  a 
lot  of  ground  in  its  76  pages  —  who  becomes 
a  victim,  what  “molesting”  is,  how  it  hap¬ 
pens,  coping  then  and  now,  what  happens 
when  you  tell  the  secret,  processing  feelings, 
concerns  of  lovers  and  significant  others, 
surviving  systems,  and  changing  the  world. 
It  was  written  to  be  the  first  book  for  sur¬ 
vivors  to  read  about  abuse,  or  the  book  sur¬ 
vivors  can  give  to  the  important  people  in 
their  lives  to  help  explain  what  they’re  going 
through. 

Adults  Molested  As  Children:  A  Sur¬ 
vivor’s  Manual  for  Women  and  Men  is 
available  at  New  Words  bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge,  MA,  or  by  mail 
from  us  (Safer  Society  Press,  RR  No.  1,  Box 
24-B,  Orwell,  VT  05760)  for  $12.95  postage 
included,  prepaid. 

We  congratulate  Mike  Lew  on  his  impor¬ 
tant  and  unique  work  addressing  male  sur¬ 
vivors  and  wish  Simson  Garfinkel  well  in  his 
continuing  process  of  survival. 

Fay  Honey  Knopp,  Director 
Safer  Society  Program  and  Press 
Orwell,  Vt. 

Listen  to  the  voices  of 
childhood  sexuality 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  read  Pam  Mitchell’s  interview  with 
Mike  Lew,  the  author  of  Victims  No  Longer 
[GCN,  May  28-June  3]  and  wanted  to  share 
some  concerns  it  raised  for  me. 

First  off,  I  want  to  applaud  Mr.  Lew’s 
work  both  in  treating  male  survivors  of 
childhood  sexual  abuse  and  in  breaking  the 
silence  which  surrounds  this  issue.  His  pio¬ 
neering  efforts  in  starting  groups  for  male 
survivors  are  extremely  important 
achievements. 

However,  I  found  some  of  his  remarks 
rather  disturbing,  specifically  those  con¬ 
cerning  children’s  sexuality.  To  begin  with, 
Lew  doesn’t  define  his  terms.  When  he 
speaks  of  children,  does  he  mean  anyone 
below  the  age  of  consent,  or  only  pre-pub- 
escent  individuals?  This  is  an  important 
point  because  the  powers,  experiences,  and 
perceptions  of  a  five-year-old  are  extremely 
different  from  those  of  a  fifteen-year-old. 
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Nevertheless,  whomever  Lew  intends  to  des¬ 
ignate  by  the  term  “children,”  his  com¬ 
ments  are  still  problematical. 

For  instance,  he  writes:  “I  believe  that 
sexuality  between  adults  and  children  is 
always  abusive,  because  there’s  always  a 
power  differential,  some  coercion 
involved.”  Once  again,  Lew  has  failed  ade¬ 
quately  to  define  his  terms.  Yes,  there  is 
always  a  power  differential  between  a  child 
and  an  adult,  but  better  to  say  there  are 
many  power  differentials  between  them, 
and  of  varying  degrees,  and  with  the  greater 
share  of  most  types  of  power  usually  resid¬ 
ing  with  the  adult.  And  then,  better  to  ask 
what  is  the  significance  of  the  various  power 
differentials  (such  as  in  physical  strength, 
economic  power,  social  mobility,  and 
physical  attractiveness,  among  others)? 
Does  the  existence  of  any  power  differential 
automatically  invalidate  a  relationship  be¬ 
tween  two  people?  Does  it  automatically 
produce  coercion  of  some  sort?  None  of 
these  questions  are  easily  answered,  pro¬ 
bably  because  they  are  not  openly  discussed 
in  relation  to  adults  and  children.  Lew’s 
thoughts  on  the  subject  are  too  shallow.  He 
oversimplifies. 

He  also  negates  the  existence  of  childhood 
sexuality,  sexual  feelings,  or  sexual  desire, 
as  when  he  writes:  “A  child  is  looking  to  get 
his  or  her  genuine  needs  for  caring  and  af¬ 
fection  met.  If  that’s  sexualized  by  an  adult, 
it’s  abuse....  Children  deserve  love  and  car¬ 
ing  and  affection  without  having  to  pay  for 
it  sexually.”  Despite  Lew’s  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  elsewhere  in  the  interview,  of  the  need 
to  fight  against  ageism,  he  seems  blind  to 
one  of  the  central  tenets  of  ageist  thinking: 
that  children  are  not  sexual  beings.  Yes, 
children  need  love  and  caring  and  affection, 
but  they  also  have  sexual  feelings,  curiosities 
and  desires;  they  have  sexualities.  I  use  the 
plural  because  children,  like  adults,  are 
nothing  if  not  different  from  one  another; 
no  single  sexuality  applies  to  all  children. 
But  what  these  sexualities  may  be  is  thor¬ 
oughly  obscured  by  the  deeply  entrenched 
and  ferociously  defended  myth  of  child¬ 
hood  “purity”  and  “innocence,”  the  myth 
that  pre-pubertal  sexual  feelings  and  desires 
do  not  exist.  For  Lew  to  maintain  that  in  any 
sexual  relationship  between  a  child  and  an 
adult,  the  adult  has  “sexualized”  the  child’s 
needs  is  a  dangerous,  unproven  assumption. 

A  better  way  to  approach  understanding 
the  abuses  which  can  and  do  occur  in  even 
the  most  affectionate  and  caring  of 
adult/child  sexual  relationships  is  to 
discover  and  examine  the  different  mean¬ 
ings  which  various  acts  and  practices  have 
for  individual  children  and  adults.  Because 
sexuality  is  defined  by  adults,  and  because 
adults  do  very  little  non-coercive  listening  to 
children,  we  have  little  understanding  of 
what  various  so-called  “sexual”  acts  may 
mean  to  them. 

My  point  is  not  to  deny  or  minimize  the 
frighteningly  widespread  existence  of  the 
sexual  abuse  of  children,  male  or  female, 
but  rather  to  point  out  that  it  can  never  be 
prevented  without  a  better  understanding  of 
children’s  sexual  lives  and  the  ways  in  which 
adults  try  to  control  those  lives.  Overly 
simplistic  discussions  and  statements  (like 
Lew’s  remark  that  “if  behavior  has  to  be 
kept  secret,  chances  are  there’s  something 
wrong”)  only  cloud  the  issue  of  combatting 
the  oppression  of  children. 

Sincerely, 
David  Robinson 
Hoboken,  N.J. 

Of  knishes  and  kishka 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  extremely  disappointed  by  Liz 
Galst’s  review  of  Out  of  Our  Kitchen 
Closets,  Congregation  Sha’ar  Zahav’s 
cookbook  [GCN,  May  28-June  3].  It  is  too 
valuable  in  too  many  ways  to  deserve  such  a 
flippant  and  factually  lazy  review. 

This  is  one  of  those  book  reviews  where 
the  reviewer  gets  so  caught  up  in  her  writing 
that  we  learn  far  more  about  the  reviewer 
than  we  ever  do  about  the  book  itself.  And 
how  can  anyone  possibly  review  a  cookbook 
without  trying  at  least  a  few  of  the  recipes  in 
it? 

My  non-Jewish  lover,  who  didn’t  know  a 
knish  from  a  kishka,  has  cooked  several 
dishes  in  the  book,  including  matzoh  balls, 
sponge  cake  and  even  challah.  The  recipes 
were  not  only  easy  to  follow,  but,  without 
exception,  resulted  in  delicious  meals.  (We 
also  delighted  in  the  personal  reminiscences 
of  the  cooks  that  accompany  the  recipes). 

And  finally,  portions  of  the  profits  go  not 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Finding  the  centripetal 
force 


to  the  Food  Bank  of  San  Francisco,  but  to 
the  Food  Bank  of  the  San  Francisco  AIDS 
Foundation. 

Try  it,  you’ll  like  it. 

Yours  truly, 
Paula  Lichtenberg 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Only  two  really  touched  my 
heart 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  laying  here  reading  your  GCN  special 
supplement  on  lesbians  in  prison  [August, 
1987],  A  lot  of  things  that  were  said  really 
touched  my  heart. 

The  first  time  I  ever  been  with  a  woman 
was  when  I  was  17  years  old.  And  I’ll  never 
forget  the  feeling,  or  the  person.  Over  the 
years  I’ve  been  with  other  women.  Only  two 
who  really  touched  my  heart. 

Well,  I’m  in  prison  and  I’m  having  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  butch,  the  very  first  butch 
I’ve  ever  had  in  my  life.  With  her  I  go  thru  a 
lot  of  emotional  changes  that  I’ve  never 
been  through  before.  I  feel  our  relationship 
started  due  to  my  loneliness.  But  I  really  feel 
that  I  love  her  now.  In  prison,  relationships 
are  so  easy  to  go  through,  but  will  they  last 
throughout  prison  and  outside  in  the  world? 
I’d  wish. 

I  want  so  bad  to  be  with  Fast  Black  when 
we’re  free,  but  I  don’t  think  this  would  hap¬ 
pen  her  being  from  a  different  city  and  all. 
I’d  hate  to  give  up  our  relationship.  What 
do  you  suggest  that  I  do? 

Angela  Davis 
A498084 
PO  Box  8540  No.  164 
Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Typesetting  Business 
Coordinator 

Available  end  of  July.  Coordinate  income-gen¬ 
erating  typesetting  business.  Typeset  regularly 
published  newsletters  and  journals,  on  deadline; 
handle  business  accounts. 

Qualifications:  experience  typesetting 
(knowledge  of  Compugraphic  Editwriter  helpful), 
familiarity  with  or  ability  to  learn  light  book¬ 
keeping,  and  commitment  to  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation. 

Hours:  Part-time,  varying  from  two  to  12 
hours/week  during  weekday  evenings  and  week¬ 
ends. 

Salary:  $8/hour  plus  some  benefits  or 
$  1 0/hour  without  benefits. 

Deadline  for  application:  July  5. 


Promotions/Classifieds 

Available  mid-August.  Increase  sales  of  GCN 
through  subscriptions,  newsstand,  and  bookstore 
sales.  Use  direct  mail  campaigns,  renewal  notices, 
exchange  advertisements  and  other  promotional 
techniques.  Secure  revenue-producing  classified 
advertisements. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertis¬ 
ing,  marketing,  and  finances  desirable,  but  will 
train.  Copy  writing  ability  and  graphics/design 
skills  helpful. 

Salary:  $200/week  plus  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample 
room  for  innovation. 

Deadline  for  application:  July  14. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making  process. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


By  Tim  McFeeley 

Given  the  obsession  of  straight  society  to 
keep  lesbians  and  gay  men  away  from  each 
other,  the  ability  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
define  themselves  as  a  “community”  is  a 
grand  achievement.  The  conception,  crea¬ 
tion  and  continuation  of  any  community  or¬ 
ganization,  particularly  a  political  organiza¬ 
tion,  is  nothing  short  of  phenomenal.  Those 
political  entities,  such  as  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  (HRCF),  deserve  our  sup¬ 
port,  because  they  present  our  community 
to  the  straight  world  as  a  unified,  political 
force  which,  by  itself,  defies  the  intense 
historic  and  consistent  effort  by  the  state  to 
maintain  gay  people  in  sexual,  societal, 
economic  and  political  isolation.  The 
challenge  for  HRCF  and  for  all  lesbian/gay 
political  organizations  is  to  find  that  piece 
of  common  ground  that  is  shared  by  as  many 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  possible,  while 
simultaneously  focusing  this  broadest  possi¬ 
ble  constituency  to  achieve  specific,  at¬ 
tainable  legislative  goals. 

Growing  up,  lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
the  common  experience  that  they  are  dif¬ 
ferent,  unique  and  alone  in  the  world.  This 
is  no  accident,  as  straight  society  has  in¬ 
vested  all  its  religious,  educational,  cultural, 
economic  and  political  institutions  with  pro¬ 
grams  and  precepts  that  assume  that  every¬ 
one  is  straight,  that  everyone  should  be 
straight,  and,  in  fact,  that  the  non-straights 
are  anomalies,  sick  and  dangerous.  Even  as 
adults  and  long  after  we  have  come  out  of 
our  closets,  gay  men  and  lesbians  after  years 
of  internalized  oppression  continue  to  per¬ 
mit  the  centrifugal  forces  to  drive  them 
away  from  each  other. 

On  a  personal  level  we  fear  holding  hands 
or  showing  any  affection  in  public,  we  reject 
those  on  the  “fringes”  —  the  leather  men, 
the  drag  queens,  the  butch  dykes  —  because 
they  remind  us  of  our  differences,  we  often 
stay  estranged  from  our  biological  families  to 
spare  them  our  shame  and  we  dish  each 
other  with  venom.  We  misdirect  our  under¬ 
standable  anger  against  each  other,  and  in¬ 
stitute  our  own  virulent  strains  of  sexism, 
racism,  ageism,  and  elitism.  In  essence,  we 
continue  to  self-enforce  the  rules  of  straight 
society  against  ourselves. 

So  very  often  lesbian  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  collapse  or  become  ineffective,  squab¬ 
bling,  petty  and  unpleasant  because  their 
leaders  and  members  surrender  to  the  ubi¬ 
quitous  centrifugal  forces  and  don’t  often 
enough  find  and  celebrate  the  common 
ground  shared  by  us  all.  It’s  not  surprising 
that  those  entities  that  focus  on  service  to 
others  —  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  or 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders, 
for  example  —  are  the  noted  exceptions, 
whereas  the  political  and  broader  advocacy 
groups  fail.  When  an  organization  finds  the 
common  ground,  and  creates  a  positive,  re¬ 
warding  and  nurturing  experience,  the 
gay/lesbian  community  sparkles.  Solitude  is 
not  the  natural  state  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  and  the  process  of  fully  coming  out  in¬ 
volves  not  only  the  declaration  to  oneself 
and  to  the  world  that  you  are  a  homosexual, 
but  also  that  building  a  community  with 
other  homosexuals  is  necessary  and  fulfill¬ 
ing.  Coming  out  of  the  closet  to  sit  alone  in 
the  bedroom  isn’t  enough;  come  into  the 
kitchen,  the  parlor,  and  the  garden  and  help 
bake  the  bread,  play  the  games,  and  nurture 
the  food  necessary  for  our  continued  sur¬ 
vival  and  health. 

Politics  is  the  art  of  finding  centripetal 
forces  and  getting  people  to  act  contrary  to 
their  short-term  self  interest  in  order  to 
achieve  long-term  goals.  For  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  still  subject  to  intense  cen¬ 
trifugal  forces,  political  organizing  has  been 
difficult  and  often  can  only  survive  a  par¬ 
ticular  issue,  campaign  or  short  period  of 
time.  However,  as  our  community  has 
recently  developed,  so  have  our  political 
awareness  and  sophistication.  The  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  was  established  as  a 
political  action  committee  (PAC)  to  collect 
money  nationally  and  contribute  it  to  con¬ 
gressional  candidates  who  supported  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  agenda.  People  whose  general  pol¬ 
itics  reject  the  notion  of  P  ACs  as  anti-demo¬ 
cratic  pressure  groups  are  able  to  see  the 
necessity  and  virtue  of  this  kind  of  collective 
effort  for  the  lesbian/gay  community.  It’s 
important  no*  the  same  reasons  as 


other  (environmental,  women’s,  labor, 
trade  groups)  PACs,  but  also  because  it 
defies  the  persistent  attempt  by  straight 
society  and  by  the  state  to  keep  us  apart.  The 
existence  of  a  “gay  PAC”  sends  a  powerful 
message  to  both  the  leaders  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion  and  to  fearful,  closeted  lesbians  and  gay 
men  that,  despite  heavy  homophobia,  gay 
people  have  found  each  other,  have  marked 
out  their  common  ground  and  have  success¬ 
fully  resisted  the  centrifugal  forces.  Without 
a  gay  PAC  we  wouldn’t  be  players  in  the 
political  game,  as  attested  by  the  opposition 
of  people  such  as  Jesse  Helms  who  considers 
HRCF  his  favorite  target. 

Operating  HRCF  as  a  bank  account,  col¬ 
lecting  from  lesbians,  gay  men  and  their 
friends  and  disbursing  to  sympathetic  pols, 
is  not  sufficient  to  achieve  our  goals.  The 
necessity  of  continuing  a  dialogue  with  poli¬ 
ticians  leads  to  lobbying.  And  the  need  to  in¬ 
volve  constituents  in  lobbying  and  pressure 
between  elections  leads  to  grassroots 
organizing  and  challenging.  HRCF  has 
grown  both  in  the  size  of  its  donations  to 
politicians  and  in  terms  of  its  staff  of  lob¬ 
byists,  political  organizers  and  communica¬ 
tions  experts. 

The  forces  applied  by  society  to  keep  us 
apart  have  not  been  withdrawn  or  decreas¬ 
ed,  as  gay  people  have  begun  to  organize.  In 
fact,  some  would  argue  that  more  virulent 
forms  are  being  used  by  straights  as  the  old, 
subtle  forms  become  less  effective.  The 
criminal  neglect  of  curing  AIDS  and  the  in¬ 
crease  of  physical  beatings  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  are  the  most  obvious  examples.  The 
challenge  for  HRCF  (and  my  personal  chall¬ 
enge  as  I  begin  my  duties  as  its  executive 
director  this  month)  is  to  broaden  our  ap¬ 
peal  to  and  include  more  and  more  lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  all  races,  ages,  and  persua¬ 
sions,  to  deepen  our  community’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  achieving  our  political  goals  of  full 
civil  rights,  and  to  increase  our  own  centrip¬ 
etal  forces  to  counteract  the  stepped-up  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  opposition.  To  achieve  these 
goals  and  meet  that  challenge,  HRCF  must 
emphasize  its  competence,  professionalism 
and  goodwill  in  order  to  earn  the  respect, 
support  and  finances  from  the  lesbian/gay 
community.  Our  community  deserves  the 
best  political  organization  in  the  country, 
one  that  understands  the  goals  of  gay 
politics  and  the  means  of  gay  political 
organizing,  one  that  finds  a  place  within  its 
structure  for  everyone  in  our  community, 
one  that  always  eloquently  expresses  the 
positive  about  being  gay,  and  one  that  con¬ 
tinues  to  seek  and  find  the  centripetal  force. 

Tim  McFeeley  is  the  new  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  authors)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 
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Big  Pride 

Continued  from  page  3 

demonstrators  made  their  way  back  to 
Sheridan  Square,  where  many  of  them  oc¬ 
cupied  the  intersection  into  the  early  morn¬ 
ing  hours. 

In  approximately  six  incidents,  the  pro¬ 
testers  were  struck  by  motorists.  In  one  inci¬ 
dent,  a  taxi  driver  rammed  three  protesters, 
carrying  them  down  the  street  on  the  hood 
of  his  cab.  In  another,  a  verbally  abusive 
driver  backed  into  the  crowd;  after  the 
police  removed  the  driver  from  the  scene, 
protesters  demolished  his  vehicle.  Finally, 
seven  people  were  struck  and  one  hospitaliz¬ 
ed  after  a  driver  deliberately  rammed  pro¬ 
testers  directing  him  down  the  street. 

Climax  to  some,  anti-climax  to  others,  the 
parade  itself  kicked  off  Sunday  afternoon  at 
12:30  from  Columbus  Circle.  The  150,000 
marchers  then  snaked  down  Fifth  Avenue 
before  overtaking  the  Village. 

The  parade  was  led  by  the  women’s  con¬ 
tingent.  By  far  the  largest  groups  marching 
were  the  sober  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and 
ACT  UP.  Also  of  note  were  the  Brooklyn 
Women’s  Martial  Arts  group,  complete 


with  demonstration;  the  Radical  Fairies, 
complete  with  diaphanous  wings;  Salsa  Soul 
Sisters,  complete  with  spirit;  and  Rollerina, 
complete  with  wand,  gown,  and  roller¬ 
skates.  A  “Grandma  for  Gays”  lounged  in 
the  back  of  her  limousine,  while  Gay  Male 
S/M  Activists  (GMSMA)  gave  a  new  mean¬ 
ing  to  sadomasochism  by  braving  the  steamy 
streets  in  full  regalia. 

The  marchers  stopped  two  hours  into  the 
parade  to  observe  a  moment  of  silence  for 
people  with  AIDS  and  people  who  have  died 
of  AIDS.  At  the  end  of  the  moment  of 
silence,  the  marchers  released  thousands  of 
balloons  into  the  air. 

The  march  was  remarkably  without  inci¬ 
dent.  The  group  of  counter-demonstrators 
was  reportedly  the  smallest  in  years.  The  on¬ 
ly  arrest  of  the  day,  in  fact,  occurred  when 
one  of  the  counter-demonstrators  hurled  a 
bottle  of  “holy  water”  at  the  marchers.  He 
was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct. 

Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves  contributed  to  this 
story.  □ 


Notification 

Continued  from  page  3 

focused  on  protecting  women  who  sleep 
with  men  who  sleep  with  other  men. 
McWilliams  herself  has  argued  that  con¬ 
fidentiality  has  historically  been  a 
“women’s  issue,”  since  confidentiality  has 
often  been  used  to  protect  male  sexual 
privilege.  But  according  to  many  lesbians  at 
the  forum,  doctor-patient  confidentiality  is 
critically  important,  particularly  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  widespread  discrimination  against 
people  who  are  thought  to  be  HIV-positive. 

Another  complicating  factor  is  the  dif¬ 
ferent  implications  of  partner  notification 
for  different  communities.  NGLTF  staff 
member  Sue  Hyde  argued  that,  while  in  the 
gay  community  we  have  done  an  “excellent 
job  saturating  ourselves  with  safer  sex 
education  for  everyone,”  programs  in  other 
communities  are  not  as  well  developed. 
While  in  an  ideal  world  everyone  should 
know  that  they  are  at  risk,  Hyde  said,  that  is 
not  the  case  currently.  Forum  panelist  Bar¬ 
bara  Macy  agreed,  saying,  “The  gay  com¬ 
munity  can’t  be  telling  people  of  vastly  dif¬ 
ferent  cultural  and  ethnic  communities  what 
to  do  in  bed.” 

MASS  ACT  OUT  member  Margaret 
Cerullo  urged  GLAD  and  other  activists  to 
sponsor  a  forum  for  community  discussion 
of  the  issues  and  spoke  for  the  need  to  in¬ 
clude  people  both  from  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and  from  other  communities  af¬ 
fected  by  AIDS.  □ 

SF  Pride 

Continued  from  page  I 

plauded  and  cheered  them  on. 

Original  Stonewallers  followed  soon  after 
the  Freedom  Trail  Band.  The  group  of  ap¬ 
proximately  15  held  a  banner  declaring  “We 
Were  There,  June  1969.” 

Other  marchers  included  lesbians  for  fat 
liberation  —  Fat  Dykes  from  Hell,  whose 
flaming  t-shirts  proved  a  hit  and  sold  out 
later  that  afternoon;  Gay  American  Indians; 
Black  and  White  Men  Together;  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Asian  groups;  Parents  of  Gays  and 
Lesbians;  and  Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents. 

More  obscure  groupings  included  the 
Satanic  Purses,  a  group  of  radical  fairies 
who  walked  adjacent  to  a  float  with  a  huge 


purse  on  top;  a  giant  butterfly;  Jerry’s 
Faeries  (gay  male  Grateful  Dead  fans  who 
were  bedecked  in  tie-dye  head  to  foot); 
Hypocritical  Christians  Against  Sweet  Little 
Fairy  Boys;  and  a  single  woman  with  in¬ 
flated  gloves  and  vegetables  hanging  off  of 
her,  who  held  a  sign  advocating  “Lesbians 
for  Penetration.” 

Once  in  City  Hall  Plaza,  marchers  flocked 
to  the  main  stage,  decorated  as  a  huge  day¬ 
glo  pink  birthday  cake,  and  holding  the  stars 
of  the  event.  Grand  Marshals  Del  Lyon  and 
Phyllis  Martin.  A  lesbian  couple  for  36 
years,  Lyon  and  Martin  had  recently  spoken 
for  domestic  partnership  legislation  in  the 
city.  Martin  declared  the  march  a  success, 
indicating  the  variety  of  people  who  had  at¬ 
tended,  and  commenting  happily  on  the 
larger  numbers  of  people  of  color  than  in  the 
previous  years.  It  is  vital  that  more  and  more 
people  come  out,  Martin  declared. 

Martin  and  Lyon  were  joined  by  come¬ 
dians  Danny  Williams  and  Marga  Gomez, 
bands  such  as  Two  Nice  Girls  and  Diebold  & 
Co.,  the  Names  Project’s  Cleve  Jones, 
Maurice  Belot,  president  of  the  Harvey  Milk 
Democratic  Club,  Eric  Rofes  of  Shanti  Pro¬ 
ject,  and  Roberta  Achtenberg  of  the  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Project.  Paul  Boneberg 
presented  an  achievement  award  to  Hank 
Wilson,  a  well-known  San  Francisco  AIDS 
activist. 

The  tired  marchers  entertained 
themselves  for  hours  listening  to  the  grand¬ 
stand  speakers  and  musicians,  wandering 
from  booth  to  booth.  Although  most  people 
came  dressed  in  standard  jeans  and  t-shirts, 
there  were  enough  pierced  nipples, 
cellophane  pants,  chains  and  leather,  and 
sequined  evening  gowns  to  satisfy  the  most 
specialized  body-watchers. 

Aside  from  the  pair  of  placard-wearing, 
leafletting  born-again  Christians  who 
migrated  down  Market  Street  from  their 
regular  haunt  in  front  of  the  Financial 
District  Woolworth’s,  there  was  no  counter¬ 
demonstration  to  be  seen.  □ 

LaLonde 

Continued  from  back  page 

tion  call  Jayne  at  61 7/628-4498  or  Marsha  at 
617/789-4801. 

A  strategy  session  for  supporters  of 
Nicole  and  Virginia  LaLonde  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  July  10  at  7  p.m.  at  the  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church.  □ 
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CUSTOM 

SIGNS 

Jean  Vallon 

617-522-3573 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerald  Malison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 

- 1  i.i,. . , ir ■ 


NEW  1989  EDITION 


‘“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  1989’  IS  A 
HOOT,  TICKLE  AND  GUFFAW!  IT  HAS 
BEEN,  IS,  AND  WILL  GO  ON  BEING 
BOSTON’S  BEST  OFF  BROADWAY 

MUSICAL!”  —Arthur  Friedman,  Boston  Herald 

“DELIGHTFULLY  ENTERTAINING, 
WICKEDLY  WITTY  EVENING  OF 
MUSICAL  SATIRE!” 

-Mol  Scho.lt.',  KISS-lOO 

“THE  LAUGHS  GET 
LOUDER  AND  LONGER!”^ 

—Frank  Dolan,  Will  Rodlo 


357-8384 

DINNER  SHOW 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


FORBIDDEN  HOLLYWOOD 


GROUP  RATES  426-6444  542-1701 
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WERE 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

AIDS 


Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Complex  , 
(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive. 

Project  Aware  is  an  AIDS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  educational  program  of 
Stanley  Street  Treatment  and 
Resources.  For  more  information, 
call  679-5222.  Confidentiality 
assured. 


Center  for  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems 

386  Stanley  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 

679-5222 

A  United  Way  Agency 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★  No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue.  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline.  MA 

731-1015 


‘Can  you  talk  about 
your  mother  without 
crying?’ 

Dutch  author  Anja  Meulenbelt’s  moving  autobiographical 
novel  recounts  her  reconciliation  with  her  mother 
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A  stunning  new 
literary  magazine  by 
Black  gay  men 

Pyramid  Periodical  explores  race,  family,  friendships, 
singlehood,  class,  abuse,  romance,  gender,  AIDS,  age,  desire 


The  Pyramid  Periodical: 

The  Provocative  Quarterly 
for  Gay  People  of  Color 

Vo/.  I,  Nos.  I  &  2 
Editor,  Charles  Pouncy 
P.0.  Box  llll,  Canal  St.  Station,  NY,  NY 
10012 

S3. 95  per  issue/S  1 6  per  year 

Reviewed  by  Colin  Robinson 

yramid  is  at  least  the  fifth  title  gather¬ 
ing  literary  work  by  gay  men  of  color 
to  appear  in  the  last  three  years.  The 
magazine  is  an  outgrowth  of  a  smaller-scale 
effort  by  Roy  Gonsalves.  In  six  issues  over 
two  years,  he  published  the  poetry  of  friends 
of  different  genders,  sexualities  and 
ethnicities,  as  well  as  fellow  members  of  the 
Other  Countries  writing  workshop  for  Black 
gay  men,  under  the  title  The  Pyramid  Poetry 
Periodical.  The  new  Pyramid,  edited  by 
Charles  Pouncy,  assumes  an  explicit  gay 
identity,  takes  on  the  challenging  subtitle, 
“The  Provocative  Quarterly  for  Gay  People 
of  Color”  and  expands  its  scope  beyond 
poetry  to  include,  in  its  first  two  issues,  fic¬ 
tion,  letters,  essays  and  interviews.  Its 
distribution,  though  still  limited  to  gay 
bookstores  in  Toronto  and  major  North¬ 
eastern  cities,  is  considerably  larger  than  its 
predecessor’s;  and  it  has  developed  a 
modest  subscription  base. 

The  inclusion  in  the  second  issue  of  a 
translation  of  a  short  story  by  a  woman 
writer  jiving  in  Beirut  suggests  the  editors  in¬ 
tend  a  broadly  inclusive  definition  of  “gay 
people  of  color.”  All  the  other  contributors 
to  the  magazine’s  first  two  issues,  however, 
are  Black  men,  as  are  the  editors  (Rodney 
Dildy  is  also  listed  as  editor  on  the  first 
issue).  Similarly,  Pouncy’s  introduction  to 
the  first  issue,  while  making  provocative  in¬ 
ternational  references  to  the  Cuban  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  the  war  in  Angola,  comes  from  an 
African-American  perspective. 

For  an  independent  periodical  of  its  scale, 
the  work  in  Pyramid's  first  issue  is  stunning 
in  range  and  quality.  Though  some  selec¬ 
tions  could  benefit  from  tighter  editing, 
nearly  all  the  pieces  have  considerable 
strength  —  the  poetry  in  particular.  The 
work  explores  several  dimensions  of  the 
Black  gay  experience  —  family,  friendship, 
singlehood,  romance,  desire,  identity,  race. 


gender,  AIDS,  age,  class,  abuse. 

The  prose  pieces  offer  refreshing  con¬ 
troversy  that  lives  up  to  Pyramid's  desire  to 
be  “provocative,”  for  example,  Guy-Mark 
Foster’s  “A  Type  of  Vampirism.”  Foster 
joins  other  Black  lesbian  and  gay  writers 
who  have  used  science  fiction  motifs  to  im¬ 
age  our  queer  reality  when  he  presents  issues 
of  race  and  desire  through  the  perspective  of 
an  interracial  couple  of  gay  vampires  who 
pick  up  a  Black  man  at  a  bar.  The  story  of¬ 
fers  a  series  of  racial  stereotypes  that  appear 
unquestioned  and  ultimately,  unredeemed 
by  any  political  motive.  Foster’s  burlesque 
turns  of  phrase  and  humorous  overstate¬ 
ment  are  genuinely  laughable.  It  remains 
unclear,  however,  whether  other  references 
to  Black  men  as  “natives,”  and  to  the  royal¬ 
ty  and  “dazzling  celestial  brightness”  of 
whites  are  intended  as  parodic  or  serious. 

Foster  is  a  skillful  and  honest  writer.  But 
for  me,  his  story  fails  to  seriously  explore 
gay  relations,  as  it  promises  in  its  title,  as  “a 
type  of  vampirism.” 

Twenty-five-year-old  R.  Timothy 
Jackson’s  “An  Absence-of  Fear”  is  no  less 
saucy.  In  a  useful  feminist  genre  which  I 
hope  gay  men  of  color  continue  to  ap¬ 
propriate,  he  writes  a  letter  to  Alexis,  a 
friend  who  has  died  of  AIDS.  The  letter 
declares  that  we  must  reclaim  “the  word 
‘faggot’  and  the  image  of  the  ‘queen’  ”  just 
as  Black  folks  have  desensitized  “nigger,” 
using  it  “with  affection,  as  a  point  of  iden¬ 
tification,  or  as  a  show  of  comradery.”  He 
urges  that  we  invest  the  same  word  spat  at  us 
in  cruel  taunts  with  the  proud  meanings  we 
assign  to  such  terms  as  “Black  Homosexual 
Male.” 

I  could  count  on  any  and  everyone  to 
spit  the  word  [“faggot”)  at  me,  but  there 
was  no  one  to  go  further  and  say  that 
along  with  the  daily  anguish  of  looks, 
sneers,  and  catcalls,  there  would  also  be 
the  love  of  a  man.  The  touch  of  a  black 
man  that  would  set  my  body  to  tremble, 
tingle  and  ache  in  all  the  right 
places.. ..No,  being  gay  wasn’t  the  horror, 
being  a  faggot  was. ...It  wasn’t  Black 
Homosexual  Male  that  was  yelled  at  me  as 
1  walked  down  school  hallways  or  city 
streets.. ..It  wasn’t  Black  Homosexual 
Male  that  made  my  cry  at  1 1  years  old.  It 
was  faggot.  And  it’s  faggot  that  I  will  now 
embrace  like  the  prodigal.... we  can  now 
decide  what  it  will  or  will  not  mean. 

Continued  on  page  8 


A  Small  Favor 

Anja  Meulenbelt 

The  Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  Calif.,  1989 
$8.95  cloth,  108pp. 

Reviewed  by  Liz  Galst 

even  muggy  summers  ago  I  was  living 
in  Washington  D.C.,  working  in  a 
soup  kitchen,  schvitzing  my  brains 
out.  Seven  summers  ago  I  wasn’t  a  dyke,  I 
was  just  another  confused  nineteen-year- 
old.  “What  does  it  mean  to  have  your  own 
life?”  “Can  you  escape  the  nuclear  family 
and  still  live  to  tell  about  it?”  Those  are  the 
questions  that  plagued  me.  At  least,  that’s 
how  I  think  about  them  now.  Then,  though, 
my  thoughts  were  a  muddled  soup,  hazy  like 
the  D.C.  summer  sky.  My  roommate,  who 
was  over  from  West  Germany  for  a  year, 
gave  me  a  copy  of  Dutch  author  Anja  Meul¬ 
enbelt’s  The  Shame  is  Over  to  read.  She  had 
to  hunt  all  summer  to  find  it,  since  it’s  only 
available  in  English  from  The  Women’s 
Press  out  of  London.  Today  I  don’t 
remember  much  of  what  that  book  was 
about.  The  autobiographical  details  of 
Meulenbelt’s  first  relationship  with  a 
woman  remain  pretty  sketchy  in  my  mind. 
Really,  I  only  remember  her  frank  prose, 
and  that  the  chorus  from  Janis  Joplin’s  ‘  ‘Me 
and  Bobby  McGee”  kept  popping  up  over 
and  over  again  in  the  text.  The  Shame  is 
Over  didn’t  answer  most  of  my  vaguely 
formulated  questions.  But  it  gave  me  a  sense 
of  what  it  means  to  embrace  one’s  own  ex¬ 
istence,  to  create  a  life  for  one’s  self  under 
difficult  circumstances. 

I’ve  been  disappointed  that  Meulenbelt’s 
books  aren’t  more  readily  available  here. 
With  17  titles  to  her  name,  she’s  one  of  the 
Netherland’s  most  prolific  and  engaging 
writers.  God  only  knows  why  some  feminist 
publisher  in  the  U.S.  hasn’t  snatched  up  For 


a  long  the  river  run:  selected 
essays 

Richard  Ellmann 

Alfred  A.  Knopf,  New  York,  1989 
$21.95  cloth,  277pp. 


Reviewed  by  Wayne  Curtis 

hen  literary  critic  and  biographer 
Richard  Ellmann  died  in  May 
1987,  his  biography  of  Oscar 
Wilde  had  not  yet  appeared  in  print.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  Ellmann  didn’t  have  a  chance  to 
see  how  well  Oscar  Wilde  would  be  received, 
or  that  it  would  become  a  bestseller.  But  his 
long  and  distinguished  career  had  produced 
eight  other  books,  including  definitive 
works  on  W.B.  Yeats  and  James  Joyce,  as 
well  as  scores  of  critical  essays. 

At  his  death,  Ellmann  had  also  assembled  a 
list  of  some  of  these  previously  published 
essays  that  he  wished  to  bring  together  in  a 
new  book,  and  his  heirs  saw  this  book 
through  to  publication;  a  long  the  riverrun  is 
that  collection.  By  its  very  nature,  this  book 
will  not  be  a  bestseller  (a  collection  of  liter¬ 
ary  criticism  excites  few  people  enough  to 
plunk  down  $22),  but  it  deserves  to  get  as 
wide  a  reading  as  possible,  for  Ellmann 
manages  to  make  his  topics  almost  fun. 

Certainly  there  are  times  when  he  sounds 
very  much  like  a  particular  college  professor 
whose  lit  class  I  dozed  through  —  that’s  an 
unavoidable  part  of  the  territory  he  covers. 
Yet,  Ellmann’s  writing  is  so  very  clear  that 
his  ideas  never  get  lost  or  clouded  by  obscure 
intellectual  terminology.  The  essays’  subject 
matter  stay  close  to  the  turf  Ellmann  claim¬ 
ed  for  his  own  long  ago  —  Wilde,  Joyce  and 


Anja  Meulenbelt 


Ourselves,  her  wonderful  guide  to  mastur¬ 
bation.  Anyway,  I’m  thankful  that  The 
Crossing  Press  recently  has  put  out  a  copy  of 
her  1985  autobiographical  novel  A  Small 
Favor.  It’s  the  emotionally  evocative  story 
of  the  reconciliation  between  Meulenbelt,  a 
famous  feminist  writer,  and  her  mother  An¬ 
nie,  a  divorced  upper-middle  class  house¬ 
wife. 

“Can  you  talk  about  your  mother  with¬ 
out  crying?  was  the  title  of  an  early  feminist 
article.  Not  me.”  Meulenbelt  comments 
near  the  beginning  of  her  book.  Who  is  her 
mother  really?  A  household  tyrant  and  a 
righteous  gentile  during  the  Second  World 
War,  leading  Jewish  children  to  safe 
houses?  A  woman  with  her  pre-war  passion¬ 
ate  friendships,  who  later  keeps  only  a  dis¬ 
tant  circle  of  friends  at  the  bourgeois  tennis 
club?  Someone  who  loved  and  humiliated 

Continued  on  page? 


Yeats  —  and  also  includes  thoughts  on  poets 
Wallace  Stevens,  T.S.  Eliot  and  Ezra  Pound 
Pound,  and  authors  Henry  James,  Ernest 
Hemingway  and  Washington  Irving.  Even 
more  interesting,  Ellmann’s  summarizing  of 
societal  influences  that  affected  certain 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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While  1  have  much  empathy  with 
Jackson’s  arguments,  they  often  aren’t  very 
skillfully  argued.  And  while  Jackson  does 
make  a  necessary  and  challenging  case  for 
embracing  “the  queen,”  he  seems  to  deny 
the  diversity  within  our  community  when  he 
claims  us  all  as  true  and  natural  queens  “in 
our  heart  of  hearts.”  (Make  no  mistake 
where  the  reviewer  stands  on  effeminacy  — 

/  wear  dresses!)  In  Jackson’s  own  words: 
“We  must  start  dealing  with  our  present 
lives  in  ways  that  are  inclusive  of  one 
another  and  our  past.” 

Many  of  the  poems  in  the  issue  explore 
themes  of  loss  and  longing,  with  an  ap¬ 
parent  or  explicit  AIDS  consciousness. 
Jackson’s  “Initiation”  opens  the  volume: 

Now  that  i  have 
sat  up  with  death 
held  its  hand 
grieved  to  its  giggle 

Now  that  i  have 
mourned  the  passing  of 
men  loves  never  had 
acts  un-acted 

In  this  youthful  tribute  to  a  mentor,  he  in¬ 
cants:  “Paint  wars  on  my  cheeks/anoint 
[sic]  me  with  coco  oil  and  cum/so  i  speak  in 
tongues  twisted/so  tight  they  untangle  my 
mind,”  weaving  language,  liberation,  com¬ 
munity  and  struggle  into  a  single  image  of 
Afrogay  manhood,  which  is  conceived,  in 
the  poem’s  last  word,  as  a  “fight.” 

The  two  longer  poems  in  the  magazine  are 
Pouncy’s  “Grandma”  and  Johnson’s 
“Diner.”  The  latter  is  a  prose  poem,  not 
unlike  the  Suzanne  Vega  song  in  form.  It 
doesn’t  work  for  me,  but  its  play  with 
gender  and  desire  is  interesting. 
“Grandma”  is  an  “AIDS  poem”  but  one 
with  a  delightful  difference.  Tracing  a 
grandmother’s  visit  from  Virginia  to  her  ail¬ 
ing  grandson’s  bedside,  the  poem  is  written 
half  in  Black  English:  ‘I  may  be  slow  but  I 
ain’t  stupid/... /gonna  hide  this  from 
me?’/she  grunted  teasing/. ../‘I  knows  you 
sick.’”  This  is  another  stunning  and  hopeful 
image  of  Black  family,  typical  in  Pouncy’s 
work.  The  rich  parenthetical  detail  and  vivid 
character  make  its  uncompromising  hope  all 
the  more  credible:  “Her  hat  sat  lightly/on 
blue  curls/as  she  pushed  thru  her  off- 
spring/bejeweled  and  befurred/resigned 
resplendent/at, the  bedside... ‘yeah  I  knows 
this  mess  is  differnt’  [sic]/.... /‘and  I  knows 
this  here’s  New  York.’” 

Published  without  any  public  funding, 
Pyramid  —  photocopied  on  legal  paper  and 
saddlestitched  —  has  the  look  of  a  small  in¬ 
dependent  publication,  though  the  black- 
and-white  graphic  on  its  card  cover  is  attrac¬ 
tive.  It’s  mispaginated,  has  uneven  margins, 
and  a  number  of  undetected  typographical 
errors.  The  arrangement  of  some  material  is 
questionable  —  the  weakest  poem  appears 
at  the  very  end  of  the  volume  —  and  there 
isn’t  a  very  strong  editing  hand,  but  that 
might  suggest  a  commitment  to  greater  in¬ 
tegrity  of  expression.  Pyramid  promises 
regularity,  however,  which  is  far,  far  more 
important  in  our  publications  than  their 
visual  quality.  Its  small  subscription  base  is 
promising. 

My  biggest  disappointment  with  the  first 
issue  is  the  lack  of  diversity  among  the  con¬ 
tributors.  Of  the  six  of  them,  all  but  one  are 
affiliated  with  Other  Countries  and  all  but 
one  live  in  New  York  City. 

Pyramid's,  second  issue  improves  con¬ 
siderably  on  this,  with  14  contributors,  in¬ 
cluding  a  62  year-old,  four  outside  the  Other 
Countries  network  and  the  translation  of  a 
story  by  Mafa  Ofeish,  a  Lebanese  woman 
living  in  Beirut.  Most  of  the  new  con¬ 
tributors  are  poets,  and  much  of  their  work 
is  rather  weak.  But  there  are  delightful  new 
poems  by  Craig  G.  Harris  and  Pouncy,  and 
Brad  Johnson  contributes  the  wonderful 
“A  Rumour  of  War.” 

In  contrast  to  the  first  issue,  less  of  the 
work  in  the  second  issue  seems  to  speak  of 
aloneness  or  longing,  and  more  speaks  of 
relationship  —  with  friends,  tricks,  fuck 
buddies,  lovers,  ex-lovers,  fathers.  Poems 
also  deal  with  prison,  politics,  media.... 

There  are  strong  celebrations  of  family. 
Pouncy’s  “The  Dreamer”  revels  in  images 
of  boyish  love,  family  and  history.  In  “Bud¬ 
dy,”  where  son  complains  to  father  of 
aloneness,  Pouncy  blends  two  of  the  major 
themes  in  his  work  —  jaded  loneliness  and 
the  celebration  of  Black  family  —  with  in¬ 
teresting  results.  The  poem’s  image  of  the 
“real  man”  is  very  problematic: 

...I  can’t  take 

another  sissy  dressed  in  black 
another  diva  sans  portfolio 
with  drop  earrings  and  razor  nails 
another  weave 
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another  curl 

another  bergman/fellini/fastbinder 
discussion 

over  smelly  brie  and  champagne 

I  want  someone  who  is  objectively  male 

not  the  would  be  guerilla 

window  shopping  at  Sachs 

the  pinnoccio  shoes  pointing  to  nowhere 

the  black  skin  and  bones  bette  davis  with  a 

dick. 

But  the  poem  loses  its  bitter  edge  and  takes 
on  a  genuine  pathos  in  the  context  of  the 
tender  relationship  evoked  between  father 
and  son:  “I  just  want  a  man/. ../who  wants 
children/who  holds  my  hand  in  the 
daylight/who  prays  in  church  on  Sundays/a 
man  like  you  Daddy/Daddy  cried.” 
Harris’s  poem  “Father’s  First  Visit,” 
though  its  plainer  language  seems  more  self- 
conscious,  is  almost  as  touching: 

he  tells  me  I  need  a  television 
I  tell  him  1  need  a  file  cabinet 
he  explains  televisions  are  no  longer  lux¬ 
uries 

I  point  to  unpacked  boxes  of  papers 
he  asks  if  1  want  a  19  or  21  inch 
I  say  I  want  a  four  drawer  file  cabinet 
he  looks  sternly 
1  say  size  doesn’t  matter 

he  asks  if  there  is  a  bedroom 
I  say,  “of  sorts,”  complain  about  its  size 
he  reminds  me... 
size  doesn’t  matter 

The  commitment  to  provocative  non¬ 
fiction  continues  in  this  issue,  but  the  two 
essays  —  by  Foster  and  Jackson  —  raise 
many  of  the  same  problems  I  had  with  their 
earlier  work.  Foster’s  piece  is  a  long  letter 
written  to  Pouncy  to  thank  him  for  their  re¬ 
cent  dinner  and  conversation  on  his  return 
from  a  long  visit  to  Europe.  He  talks  cir¬ 
cuitously  of  the  process  of  confronting  the 
real  reasons  for  his  visit  —  his  hope  of  escap¬ 
ing  “the  prison  of  my  history  here  in 
America.”  He  discovers,  instead,  that  he  is 
still  an  outsider  and  that  “one  does  not 
become  anything  other  than  what  one  is 
already.”  The  grandness  of  his  style  and  the 
attempts  at  social  metaphor  imitate 
Baldwin,  but  perhaps  he  attempts  too  much; 
his  language  seems  dense  and  ideas  jumbled. 

Foster  is  more  successful  in  his  non¬ 
fiction  than  in  fiction  in  his  attempts  to 
grapple  with  American  racism.  A  serious 
writer,  he  continues  to  take  on  challenging 
topics.  What  he  attempts  here  is  breathtak¬ 
ing  and  laudable.  His  honesty  in  ploughing 
through  the  messiness  of  the  search  for  self¬ 
esteem,  identity  and  community  is  indeed 
brave.  We  need  spaces  where  gay  men  of 
color  can  do  this  work  of  self-definition  in  a 
healthy  way;  we  need  more  personal 
histories  to  be  shared.  Foster  needs  en¬ 
couragement,  more  distance,  deeper  in¬ 
sights  and  the  friendly  help  of  an  editor. 

Jackson’s  essay  “In  My  America” 
results,  as  does  Craig  Harris’s  third  poem, 
from  the  Harlem  fagbashing  of  Barry  Fin¬ 
negan  and  others,  which  became  a  lead  story 
on  local  news.  As  Harris  reminds  us, 
“...Finnegan  only  wanted  to  be/himself, 
not  an  activist,  an  example/or  an  accident.” 
Jackson’s  essay  is  triggered  by  a  comment 
by  a  gay  white  male  speaker  at  a  street  rally 
at  the  site  of  the  Finnegan  incident.  The  man 
remarked  that  the  Harlem  incident  made 
him  feel  like  “It’s  not  our  country. ..I  feel 
like  this  isn’t  America  anymore.”  Jackson’s 
essay  is  an  outraged  rant  against  “the  sight 
and  sound  of  arrogant  white  boys  screaming 
about  their  loss  of  privilege  as  white  males,” 
parading  themselves  and  their  new  found 
outrage  in  front  of  the  gathered  crowd,  mut¬ 
tering  shameless,  shameless  things.” 

The  essay  has  three  central,  valuable 
points:  that  whites  need  to  take  more 
.responsibility  for  anti-racist  work  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  should  spend  less  of  our  energy 
on  educating  and  sensitizing  whites;  that 
people  of  color  must  unapologetically  pur¬ 
sue  our  autonomous  agendas,  working 
within  our  own  communities  for  our  own 
empowerment;  and  that  people  of  color 
should  abandon  the  notion  that  liberal 
whites  are  our  friends,  but  rather,  accept 
that  they  are  strategic  allies. 

The  writing  is  angry,  and  as  people  of  col¬ 
or  our  anger  is  always  justified.  The  ar¬ 
rogance  and  insularity  of  white  gay  outrage 
is  truly  insulting  and  painfully  unbearable. 
But,  in  his  anger,  Jackson  overgeneralizes  a 
lot,  and  I  wish  the  second  half  of  his  essay 
offered  more  thoughtful  counterpoint  to  its 
passioned  opening.  I  have  some  factual 
disagreements  with  the  essay,  but  am  most 
troubled  by  Jackson’s  apparent  suggestion 
that  since  “the  pseudo-morally  outraged 
whites  who  are  suppose  [sic]  to  be  on  our 
side”  are  the  beneficiaries  of  racism,  racism 
will  be  dismantled  if  we  make  it  unprofitable 
for  these  folks  by  giving  over  to  them  the 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Carving  a  life  in  a 
world  that  ignores 
the  cravings  of  Black 
women 

Harlem  writer  Grace  Ed  wards- Y  earwood  is  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  growing  sisterhood  of  Black  women  writers 


In  the  Shadow  of  the  Peacock 

Grace  Edwards-Yearwood 
Ivy,  N.Y.,  1989 
S 3.95  paper,  292pp. 

Reviewed  by  Evelyn  C.  White 

riting  with  the  three-dimensional 
force  of  a  skilled  dramatist, 
Harlem  writer  Grace  Edwards- 
Yearwood  has  produced  a  captivating  work 
in  her  first  novel.  In  the  Shadow  of  the 
Peacock. 

“The  women  drifted  into  Tootsie’s  Twist 
V  Snap  Beauty  Saloon,  where  the  air  was 
thick  with  gossip  and  fried  dixie  peach,’’ 
writes  Edwards-Yearwood,  painting  the 
landscape  of  her  story.  “The  men  congre¬ 
gated  in  Bubba’s  Barber  Shop  to  listen  to 
orators,  smooth  as  water-washed  pebbles, 
alter  history  with  mile-long  lies. 

“And  the  young  boys,  eager  initiates, 
eased  into  the  empty  spaces  at  the  Peacock 
Bar,”  the  author  adds. 

They  bent  their  elbows  and  nodded  sagely 
as  the  Ink  Spots  crooned  on  the  ornate 
juke  box.  Then  they  crawled  home  around 
midnight,  to  retch  in  secret  silence  and,  the 
following  day,  rap  cool  about  this  new 
definition  of  manhood. 

As  a  chronicle  of  black  urban  life  during  a 
20-year  period  from  World  War  II  to  the 
civil  rights  movement,  Peacock  ranks 
among  the  best  fiction  published  by  new 
writers  recently.  Draped  on  the  bittersweet 
relationship  between  a  young  Harlem  girl 
and  her  life-weary  mother,  the  novel  evolves 
with  stirring  moods  and  textures. 

For  developing  writers,  Peacock  is  a  shin¬ 
ing  example  of  the  literary  treasures  that  can 
be  crafted  from  a  compelling  plot,  strong 
character  development  and  spirited  dia¬ 
logue.  For  the  general  reader  the  novel 
brings  forth  the  hope  that  the  author’s 
typewriter  will  soon  be  humming  again. 

Edwards-Yearwood  sets  the  stage  for  her 
novel  with  a  bloody  race  riot  in  Harlem  in 
the  early  1940s.  During  the  melee,  a  roaring 
Fire  sweeps  through  a  tenement  building, 
threatening  the  life  of  an  elderly,  wheel¬ 
chair-bound  black  woman.  Like  a  sad 
phonograph  record,  Peacock  turns  on  the 
secrets  and  sorrows  of  the  characters  who 
survive  the  blaze.  Central  among  them  are 
Frieda,  an  emotionally  tortured  woman, 
and  her  daughter,  Celia,  who  was  born  the 
night  the  flames  licked  Harlem,  “like 
gyrating  dancers  in  a  film  gone  awry.” 

Hoping  to  shield  her  daughter  from  the 
bitter  racism  and  personal  tragedies  that 
have  muted  her  life,  Frieda  rears  Celia  in  a 
home  seething  with  quiet  despair.  But  the 
seductive  rhythms  and  vivacious  folk  at  the 
nearby  Peacock  Bar  are  beckoning  and 
eventually  lure  Celia  away  from  her  mother. 
Her  passage  from  a  sheltered  child  to  an 
adult  black  woman  is  steeped  with  the  soul- 
wrenching  experiences  blues  singers  moan 
about. 

“Tessie’s  voice  rose  and  a  sudden  panic 
cut  through  Celia  which  she  didn’t  dare 
acknowledge,”  the  author  writes. 

She  looked  at  the  scar  running  from 
Tessie’s  left  ear  to  just  below  her  cheek.... 
“Look  at  me  ...  all  cut  up  like  a  wino  ... 
like  my  mother  ...  a  long  time  ago,  she  was 
a  woman  you  could  love,  but  somebody 
got  to  her  too.” 

This  is  an  exchange  between  Celia  and  her 
Peacock  friend  Tessie,  who  has  been  raped 
by  a  white  policeman:  “He  should’ve  killed 
me!!  I  should  have  killed  myself.” 

Though  spared  the  brutality  Tessie  suf¬ 
fers,  Celia’s  journey  has  an  equally  distress¬ 
ing  monogram.  For  instance,  though  she 
grows  emotionally  distant  from  her  mother, 
Celia  remains  under  her  roof  and  conse¬ 
quently  must  put  up  with  Frieda’s  constant 
criticisms.  Worst  of  all,  a  lover  upon  whom 
Celia  has  hung  her  starry-eyed  dreams  turns 
out  to  be  a  dream  deferred. 

In  the  days  that  followed,  the  numbness 
gave  way  to  a  crushing  ache  that  pushed 
into  her  bowels,”  writes  the  author  about 


Celia’s  shattered  romance.  “She  spent 
hours  in  the  bathroom  and  the  rest  of  the 
time  in  bed,  piled  high  with  blankets. 

She  continues, 

Celia  lay  there,  cold  and  still  as  ice,  while 
outside,  the  short  and  sudden  burst  of 
warmth  breathed  new  life  into  waning 
summer  affairs,  making  other  fools  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  had  been  spared,  that  their 
love  and  theirs  would  last  forever. 

As  the  book  moves  into  the  cataclysmic 
1960s,  Celia  lands  a  job  at  a  publishing  firm 
and  gets  the  “privilege”  of  being  a  pioneer 
in  integration.  In  a  few  paragraphs,  the 
author  crystallizes  the  views  of  many  blacks 
on  race  relations  then. 

“Celia  gazed  at  her  steadily,  and  Sophie 
knew  that  Celia  knew  she  had  not  been  hired 
because  of  any  particular  generosity  on  the 
part  of  Hobson  and  Company,”  the  author 
writes.  “They  both  knew  that  it  was  the  cry 
of  alarm  being  heard  in  the  streets,  and  on 
television  at  dinnertime,  that  had  got  Celia 
hired.” 

She  adds, 

It  was  the  clenched  fist  raised  high  that 
no  one  wanted  to  see.  It  was  the  threat  of 
violence,  real  and  imagined,  that  propel¬ 
led  company  recruiters  to  black  campuses 
with  orders  to  bring  back  ten  tokens,  dead 
or  alive,  one  for  every  department.  No  one 
wanted  to  step  off  the  8:20  from  Larch- 
mont  to  find  Grand  Central  in  flames.... 

After  a  brief  adventure  in  the  Caribbean, 
Celia  returns  to  her  Harlem  roots  prepared 
to  carve  out  whatever  life  she  can  in  a  world 
that  ignores  the  cravings  of  black  women. 
She  gets  a  promotion  at  her  job,  but  the 
achievement  rings  hollow.  It  seems  that  no 
matter  how  many  pieces  she  grasps,  there  is 
always  an  empty  space  in  the  jigsaw  of 
Celia’s  life. 

Stitching  the  20-year  saga  together  with  a 
surgeon’s  precision,  the  author  resolves  the 
family  and  identity  issues  that  have  surged 
through  the  novel  like  a  violent  undertow. 
Joining  a  long  list  of  black  heroines  from 
Gwendolyn  Brooks’  Maude  Martha  to  Nto- 
zake  Shange’s  tribe  of  ‘ ‘colored  girls, ’ ’  Celia 
eventually  finds  herself  and  takes  charge  of 
her  life. 

With  In  the  Shadow  of  the  Peacock  Grace 
Edwards-Yearwood  has  given  readers  a 
powerful  and  passionate  first  novel.  She  is  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  growing  sisterhood 
of  black  women  writers.  □ 


Small  Favor 

Continued  from  page  7 

her  daughter.  Who  tried  to  live  through  her? 
And  what  does  it  mean  for  Meulenbelt  to 
rebuild  this  painful  relationship?  To  unders¬ 
tand  her  mother  on  her  mother’s  own  terms, 
to  become  the  caretaker  during  Annie’s 
fatal  illness?  Is  it  possible  to  love  the  real 
mother,  not  the  fantasy  fairy  godmother,  or 
the  evil  stepmother,  but  the  woman  who 
lives  and  breathes  and  then  dies  before  her? 

The  answer  is  a  qualified  “yes.”  And  the 
journey  to  that  “yes”  is  as  satisfying  as  the 
answer  itself.  Meulenbelt’s  straight¬ 
forward,  efficient  prose  cut  me  to  the  quick, 
gave  me  insight  into  my  own  horribly  prob¬ 
lematic  relationship  with  my  mother.  A 
Small  Favor  disappointed  me  only  twice. 
The  first  time  was  when  Meulenbelt  makes 
an  insensitive  remark  about  working-class 
people  not  caring  too  much  for  books.  The 
second  time  was  at  the  end  of  the  novel  — 
which  comes  far  too  soon,  just  as  Meulen¬ 
belt  buys  her  mother’s  tombstone.  Anja,  go 
back  to  your  typewriter  and  finish  this 
book!  Grieving  your  mother’s  loss  is  part  of 
your  relationship,  too.  Don’t  shortchange 
those  of  us  who’ve  been  waiting  so  long  to 
find  one  of  your  books  in  the  U.S.  market, 
who’ve  got  so  much  to  learn  from  your  rela¬ 
tionship  with  your  mother,  from  her  life  and 
her  death.  □ 


Confronting  the 
machinery  of 
oppression 


Sexism 

Suzanne  Pharr 

Chardon  Press,  Inverness,  CA,  1988 
$ 9.95  paper,  91pp. 

Reviewed  by  Elizabeth  Walber 

...[I)n  the  stories  of  battered  women  I  have 
learned  the  truth  of  the  interconnectedness 
of  all  oppressions  and  how  they  are  con¬ 
nected  to  my  life  as  a  lesbian. 

— Suzanne  Pharr  (from  the  in¬ 
troduction  to  Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of 

Sexism,  pg.xii ) 

The  most  progressive  analysis  within 
today’s  battered  women’s  movement 
comes  from  the  knowledge  that  abus¬ 
ive  power  in  intimate  relationships  is  a 
microcosm  of  oppression  at  large.  Patterns 
of  abuse,  whether  expressed  individually  or 
globally,  are  similarly  motivated,  fostered 
and  maintained.  The  basis  for  this  under¬ 
standing  comes  from  women’s  experiences, 
as  does  the  knowledge  that  in  daily  life  we 
can  learn  not  only  of  our  oppression  but  also 
of  the  potential  for  our  empowerment. 
While  much  of  the  machinery  of  oppression 
functions  to  obscure  this  knowledge  within 
us,  we  cannot  leave  the  master’s  house,  any 
master's  house,  without  it.  A  progressive 
Southern  organizer  for  20  years,  Suzanne 
Pharr’s  work  in  the  battered  women’s 
movement  is  vital  to  this  process  of  using 
our  experiences  to  imagine  the  possibilities 
of  a  different  world. 

Pharr  has  developed  theory,  but  perhaps 
more  importantly,  has  provided  models  and 
guideposts  to  put  theory  into  practice.  In 
1981,  Pharr  established  the  Women’s  Pro¬ 
ject  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  The  Project, 
which  receives  the  proceeds  generated  by  the 
sale  of  Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of  Sexism, 
reflects  progressive  political  analysis  and  an 
inclusive  understanding  of  “women’s  is¬ 
sues.”  This  analysis  is  evident  in  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  directions,  goals  and  structures  and 
reflected  in  its  publication.  Transformation. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  newsletter  included  a 
call  for  a  new  trial  for  an  African-American 
man  who  had  been  convicted  of  rape  follow¬ 
ing  racist  police  brutality  and  media 
coverage,  and  the  announcement  of  a  new 
project  to  monitor  hate  groups  and  violence 
in  Arkansas.  The  “Women’s  Watch-care 
Network”  consists  of  150  women  aged  55 
years  and  older  and  a  group  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  will  be  the  “eyes  and  ears  of  the 
community.” 

Based  on  the  notion  “that  a  few  commit¬ 


ted  women  working  in  coalition  and  in  con¬ 
sensus  with  other  women  can  make  signifi¬ 
cant  change  in  the  quality  of  life  for  all 
women,”  Pharr  and  the  women  of  the  Pro¬ 
ject  are  providing  a  vibrant  model  for  viable 
activism. 

Pharr  conducts  workshops  through  the 
Women’s  Project’s  Homophobia  and 
Racism  Project.  In  1982,  as  co-chair  of  the 
Lesbian  Task  Force  of  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Domestic  Violence,  Pharr 
developed  two  workshops:  “Internalized 
Homophobia  (Oppression)”  and 
“Homophobia.”  These  workshops  are 
among  the  most  effective  tools  for  develop¬ 
ing  political  analysis,  personal  empower¬ 
ment  and  organizing  strategies.  Using  sim¬ 
ple  yet  provocative  questions  (e.g..  Imagine 
the  world  was  90  percent  lesbian  and  10  per¬ 
cent  heterosexual.  How  are  you,  a 
heterosexual  woman,  going  to  spend  July  4? 
Will  you  bring  your  male  lover  to  the  office 
party?  What  will  you  tell  your  lesbian  boss?) 
these  workshops  open  the  floodgates  of  ex¬ 
plosive  recognition,  understanding  and  con¬ 
firmation. 

These  workshops  are  the  foundation 
upon  which  Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of 
Sexism  is  built.  Its  publication  will  hopefully 
mean  that  Pharr’s  work  will  reach  a  wider 
audience.  In  the  approachable  language  of 
these  workshops,  the  book  enumerates 
many  of  the  forces  and  tactics  used  to  op¬ 
press  and  divide  us  and  explores  strategies 
for  achieving  full  liberation.  The  book 
begins  with  an  overview  of  “homophobia  — 
the  irrational  fear  and  hatred  of  those  who 
love  and  sexually  desire  those  of  the  same 
sex”,  as  a  manifestation  of  sexism  affecting 
all  people,  but  especially  women,  regardless 
of  their  sexual  identification.  Here  Pharr 
describes  her  personal  genesis  and  educa¬ 
tion,  development  of  the  Task  Force’s 
workshops  and  her  analysis  of  power  and 
control. 

Pharr  discusses  the  “three  powerful 
weapons  [of  sexism]  designed  to  cause  or 
threaten  women  with  pain  and  loss...: 
economics,  violence  and  homophobia.” 
Citing  parallels  between  sexism  and  racism, 
Pharr  suggests  that  “...we  have  to  look  at 
economics  not  only  as  the  root  of  sexism  but 
also  as  the  underlying,  driving  force  that 
keeps  all  oppressions  in  place.”  She 
describes  violence  and  the  threat  of  violence 
in  women’s  lives  as  forces  pushing  us  toward 
compulsory  heterosexuality.  She  points  out 
that  the  devaluation  and  trivialization  of 
women  create  the  milieu  that  condones  and 
encourages  sexist  violence  while  blaming  the 
Continued  on  page  10 


Suzanne  Pharr’s  insightful,  analytical  framework  describes 
violence  in  women’s  lives  as  a  force  of  compulsory 
heterosexuality 

Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of 
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Sexism 

Continued  from  page  9 

victim  for  its  existence.  Pharr  emphasizes 
that  violence  is  used  to  limit  the  freedom  of 
all  women,  especially  defiant  women,  i.e. 
lesbians. 

In  her  treatment  of  homophobia/hetero¬ 
sexism,  the  latter  defined  as  “the  systemic 
display  of  homophobia  in  the  institutions  of 
society,”  Pharr  states  that  both  lesbians  and 
gay  men  “...are  perceived... as  a  threat  to 
male  dominance  and  control.”  She  includes 
mention  here  of  gender  role  rigidity  as  a  tool 
of  homophobic/sexist  control  and  discusses 
how  lesbian-baiting  and  the  violence  and 
erasure  it  engenders  impede  women’s  em¬ 
powerment.  “The  word  lesbian  is  instilled 
with  power  to  halt  our  work  and  control  our 
lives,”  says  Pharr.  She  then  inventories 
some  of  the  potential  losses  lesbians  and 
women  called  lesbian  face  in  a  heterosexist 
world,  including:  loss  of  employment,  fami¬ 
ly,  children,  heterosexual  privilege  and  pro¬ 
tection,  safety,  community,  mental  health 
and  credibility.  In  response  to  this  devasta¬ 
tion,  Pharr  places  hope  in  “...the  third  wave 
of  the  women’s  liberation 
movement... [that]  has  been  initiated  by 
women  of  color  and  lesbians.” 

In  her  discussion  of  “The  Effects  of 
Homophobia  on  Women’s  Liberation,” 
Pharr  expands  on  some  of  the  themes  she 
presents  in  her  overview,  concluding  that 
heterosexism  exists  because  of  sexism  and 
our  work  toward  elimination  of  sexist  op¬ 
pression  must  intrinsically  address  that 
heterosexism. 

In  her  examination  of  “Strategies  for 
Eliminating  Homophobia,”  Pharr  makes 
some  concrete  suggestions  for  beginning  to 
effect  change  within  ourselves  and  within 
organizations.  Unlike  the  late  Harvey 
Milk’s  call  for  everyone  everywhere  to  come 
out,  Pharr  acknowledges  that  not  all  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  have  the  luxury  of  full 
self-expression.  Individuals  must  assess 
their  safety  before  risking  disclosure  since 
survival  is  often  at  stake.  While  Pharr 
stresses  this  safety  assessment,  she  simultan¬ 
eously  challenges  us  to  continually  evaluate 
our  own  complacency  and  assumptions 
about  where  and  when  we  can  come  out. 

In  her  analysis  of  ‘‘The  Common  Ele¬ 
ments  of  Oppression,”  Pharr  states  that 
oppressions  are  not  hierarchically  ranked. 
She  notes  that  the  ways  power  is  held  and 
preserved  by  the  dominant  group  include 
the  use  of  institutional  and  economic  power, 
violence  and  the  threat  of  violence,  erasure, 
stereotyping,  blaming  the  victim,  isolation 
and  tokenism,  and  assimilation.  These  are 
the  weapons  in  the  arsenal  of  oppression; 
the  means  by  which  Pharr  suggests  that  the 
few,  the  privileged,  control  the  many,  the 
“others.”  She  also  touches  on  some  of  the 
ways  our  collective  struggle  is  thwarted  — 
by  cooptation,  by  seeking  individual  rather 
than  societal  gain,  by  identifying  with  the 
privileged  group  and  by  setting  up  competi¬ 
tion  among  differently  oppressed  groups. 

In  her  final  chapter,  “Women  in  Exile: 
The  Lesbian  Experience,”  Pharr  delineates 
some  of  the  overt  and  covert  ways  in  which 
we  are  rendered  silent  and  invisible.  She 
considers  some  of  the  ways  in  which  homo¬ 
phobia  lives  within  us  and  our  communities, 
including  self-hatred,  passing  and  isolation. 
Here  Pharr  does  not  draw  the  strong  con¬ 
nection  between  these  manifestations  of  op¬ 
pressions  and  the  experience  of  other  op¬ 
pressed  groups.  While  it  is  true  that  much 
homophobic  oppression  comes  from  the 
world  of  psychiatry  and  many  lesbians  and 
gay  men  have  struggled  with  the  label  of 
“deviant’  or  “sick,”  internal  alienation  is  at 
work  in  the  minds  and  spirits  of  all 
“othered”  people.  Passing,  self-hatred,  denial  of 
existence  and  history,  etc.  affect  all  oppress¬ 
ed  people  in  the  most  personal,  visceral 
ways. 

There  were  a  number  of  missed  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of  Sex¬ 
ism.  Because  Pharr  creates  and  facilitates  ef¬ 
fective  workshops  for  political  change,  and  it  is 
important  that  this  work  be  encouraged  and 
disseminated,  I  think  that  the  publisher 
might  have  better  served  Pharr  by  using  a 
larger/manual  format,  incorporating  the  ac¬ 
tivism  inherent  in  Pharr’s  work  by  including 
not  only  the  specific  design  of  the  work¬ 
shops  but  also  a  bibliography  and  suggested 
reading  list,  a  listing  of  resources  and 
organizations  and  more  on  the  organization 
and  process  of  the  Women’s  Project.  (The 
workshops  are  available  in  Homing,  the 
Violence:  Speaking  Out  About  Lesbian  Bat¬ 
tering,  Lobel,  ed.,  Seal  Press,  1986.) 

Pharr’s  questions  are  evocative  and  I 
finished  Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of  Sex¬ 
ism  wanting  more.  I  think  many  of  us  who 
attend  or  facilitate  workshops  and  trainings 


on  racism,  heterosexism  and  violence 
against  women  are  frustrated  by  the  lack  of 
opportunity  we  have  to  delve  further, 
debate,  challenge,  and  strategize.  So  often 
this  is  true  because  our  basic  survival  is 
threatened  as  are  the  limited  victories  we’ve 
already  won.  Pharr  applies  a  broad  brush 
stroke  to  issues  that  need  further  explora¬ 
tion.  Ideas  that  are  often  stated  and  con¬ 
cepts  enumerated  without  much  elabora¬ 
tion;  the  complexity  of  issues  is  therefore 
minimized.  Gay  men  are  given  only  paren¬ 
thetical  mention  and  are  omitted  from  rele¬ 
vant  discussions.  While  Pharr  clearly  states 
that  her  focus  is  on  women,  the  sexism  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  gay  liberation  movement  is 
not  addressed.  How  often  are  our  issues, 
our  lives  considered  secondary  in  that  move- 
ment?  “Strategies  to  Eliminate 
Homophobia”  is  only  an  eight-page 
discourse.  While  Pharr  gives  us  a  sturdy 
framework,  I  wanted  the  building  to  go  fur¬ 
ther.  Without  additional  elucidation, 
Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of  Sexism  seems 
like  an  outline  for  a  book  I  would  like  to 
read. 

Finally,  I  was  disappointed  that  Pharr  did 
not  address  the  use  of  language  in  the  nam¬ 
ing  of  our  oppression  and  her  choice  to  use 
“homophobia.”  This  naming  determines 
much  about  the  direction  of  our  struggle 
and  our  connection  with  differently  op¬ 
pressed  people.  While  Pharr  states  that 
“...[hjeterosexism  creates  the  climate  for 
homophobia  [and  that]... [hjeterosexism  is 
the  systemic  display  or  homophobia  in  the 
institutions  of  society,”  she  nevertheless 
categories  our  oppression  under  the  rubric 
of  homophobia,”  as  if  naming  the  whole 
by  one  of  its  parts.  The  political  analysis 
developed  in  groups  such  as  Dykes  Against 
Racism  Everywhere  (DARE)  and  the  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Racism,  Anti-Semitism,  Sex¬ 
ism  and  Heterosexism  (CRASH),  active  in 
New  York  City  in  the  early  and  mid  1980s, 
has  led  some  lesbian  and  gay  activists  to 
name  our  oppression  “heterosexism”  and 
to  define  it  as  the  system  of  beliefs  and  prac¬ 
tices  based  on  the  presumed  superiority  of 
heterosexuality  and  rigid  gender  roles,  and 
the  institutionalized  oppression  based  on 
that  philosophy.  The  word  “heterosexism” 
emphasizes  not  only  the  specific  connection 
between  sexism  and  heterosexism  but  also 
the  commonality  among  oppressions;  its  use 
seems,  therefore,  a  logical  extension  of 
Pharr’s  analysis. 

Since  the  late  1970s,  I  have  always  associ¬ 
ated  the  word  “homophobia”  with  the 
white,  middle  class,  gay  man  I  first  heard 
use  the  term.  His  description  of  anti-gay 
bigotry  never  referred  to  lesbians  and  never 
made  mention  of  gay  men  who,  while  shar¬ 
ing  sexual  identification  with  him,  did  not 
share  all  of  his  privileges.  He  sought  the 
remedy  to  individual  manifestations  of 
hatred  and  intolerance  in  the  “system” 
rather  than  identifying  it  as  the  source  for 
not  only  his  but  all  oppressions.  His  langu¬ 
age,  “homophobia,”  reflected  his  narrow, 
individualistic  approach  rather  than  the 
societal  analysis  espoused  by  Pharr.  Ir¬ 
respective  of  what  we  want  it  to  mean,  the 
word  “phobia”  which  has  its  modern  ori¬ 
gins  in  the  world  of  psychiatry,  meaning  an 
individual,  irrational  fear.  While  the  power 
of  fear  —  individually  and  collectively  felt 
and  expressed  in  the  oppression  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  cannot  be  overstated,  we  must 
not  limit  our  vision  to  this  arena.  And  again, 
we  must  also  strongly  assert  that  these  tac¬ 
tics  are  used  in  a  variety  of  ways  in  the  op¬ 
pression  of  all  “others.” 

We  look  toward  a  time  wheh  all  oppressed 
peoples  are  working  in  concert  for  our  col¬ 
lective  freedom;  a  time  when  multiply-op¬ 
pressed  women  and  men  will  no  longer  be 
forced  to  choose  erasure  of  one  part  of  their 
being  in  order  to  gain  support  for  another 
aspect  of  their  identity.  It  is  toward  that 
struggle  that  Suzanne  Pharr’s  work  is 
dedicated.  Homophobia:  A  Weapon  of  Sex¬ 
ism  will  be  useful  in  providing  a  framework, 
a  primer  for  political  analysis  upon  which 
further  analysis  and  struggle  can  be  built.  □ 

Pyramid 

Continued  from  page  8 

burden  of  fighting  racism.  Either  this  is 
naive,  or  I’m  naive  and  don’t  get  the  point.  I 
am  also  bothered  by  a  reference  to 
perpetrators  of  anti-gay  violence  as  “low 
life  gutter  trash.”  Jackson  is  bright,  excited 
and  has  much  to  say.  I  wish  he’d  take  the 
time  and  dedication  to  say  it  better. 

Pyramid  is  a  valuable  little  literary 
magazine  which,  with  deserved  recognition 
and  support,  will  attract  more  and  more 
writers.  Do  join  its  subscribers! 

©  1989  Cotin  Robinson 
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EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 
492-7843 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
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The  Women  \s  Review 
of  Books 


Published  monthly 

A  source  of  information  and 
informed  opinion  that  more  and 
more  readers  find  indispensable. 

Not  just  a  guide  to  good  reading— 
a  monitor  of  the  currents  in 
contemporary  feminism. 

Recent  and  forthcoming  reviews  by 
Pauline  Bart,  Evelyn  Torton  Beck, 
Barbara  Christian,  Michelle  Cliff, 
Blanche  Wiesen  Cook,  Jean  Bethke 
Elshtain,  Susan  Gubar,  Ruth  Hubbard, 
Jane  Marcus,  Arlene  Raven  and  many 
more. . . 


To  subscribe: 

Send  $15  (individuals)  or  $25 
(institutions)  to:  Dept.  EX, 

The  Women’s  Review  of  Books, 
Wellesley  College  Center  for  Research 
on  women,  Wellesley,  MA  02181-8255. 
(Outside  the  US:  Please  add  $18 
airmail,  $5  surface  mail;  Canadian 
subscribers  only  add  $3.) 

Please  make  all  payments  in  US 
dollars,  by  check  or  money  order,  to 
The  Women’s  Review  of  Books. 
Allow  6-8  weeks  for  all  subscription 
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Free  sample  copy  available  on 
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r  i  a  T.  Hull 


In  this  passionate  and  risk-taking  collection,  Hull  explores  relationships  with 
family,  friends,  and  lovers,  and  the  process  of  healing  from  sexual  and  emo¬ 
tional  abuse. 

"Along  with  Toni  Morrison,  Charlotte  Carter,  and  Lois  Elaine  Griffith,  we  are 
blessed  with  another  foreign  tongue:  the  voice  of  a  free,  fiercesome,  sensual 
and  vivid  woman  of  color.  Gloria  Hull  is  ‘family.’  She’s  one  of  us.  She  means 

to  live.” 

—  Ntozake  Shange 

160  pages,  Illustrated,  $8.95. 

Please  Include  SI  .50  p.  &  h.  tor  the  first  book  and  $.50  for  each  additional  book.  Write  tor  our  free  com¬ 
plete  catalogue  listing  more  than  100  titles  by  and  about  women  ot  color.  P.O.  Box  908-G,  Latham.  NY 

12210. 


off  our  backs  - 

the  best  in  feminist  journalism 


•  book  reviews,  commentaries,  letters  - 
open  to  all  feminist  sides  of  the  current 
debates  on  sexuality,  reproductive 
technology,  and  more ... 


•  news  from  every  continent  -  working 
women’s  issues,  health,  reproductive 
rights,  Black  women’s  issues,  lesbian  and 
gay  rights 

•  blow  by  blow  reports  of  women’s 
conferences 


"oob  is  international  in  scope  and  focuses  on  diverse  topics  dealing 
with  poor  women,  working  class  women,  minority  women,  prison, 
custody,  and  abortion.  It’s  never  been  simple-minded.  It’s  what  I 
think  of  as  feminism "  —  Marilyn  Frye,  author  of  The  Politics  of  Reality 


A  bargain  -  $15  for  11  issues  a  year. 
Trial  sub  special  offer  -  $4  for  3  issues 
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BOSTON.  MA  02199 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
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HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave 
Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
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Abuse  Counseling 
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M.A. 
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ASSOCIATES 
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DENTISTRY 

Call  1 IPM-2AM,  (215)  634-2090 

GARRISON  CONSTRUCTION 

REDBOOK  STORE 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 

INSURANCE 

Roofing-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Books  of  Political  Struggle. 

DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 

Replacement  doors  8  windows 

South  Africa.  Central  America, 

DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

552  Columbus  Ave. 

Interior  8  exterior  painting 

&y  &  Lesbian  literature 

1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Boston,  Ma.  02118 

Fully  licensed  8  insured 

92  Green  St 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 

(617)  437-9400 

For  free  estimate  call  Tom 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

364-5500 

Servicing  all  your  insurance 

(617)  545-0078 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  Street 

needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 

RESTAURANTS 

Boston,  MA  02199 

Congress  St. 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 

353-1500 

P.O.  Box  1762 

12  LaGrange  St. 

HARMONY  HOLISTIC 

Boston,  Ma.  02105 

in  Downtown  Boston 

HEALTH 
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Mapplethorpe 

Continued  from  page  I 

cancellation  of  the  Mapplethorpe  exhibit,  a 
coalition  of  gay  and  lesbian  activists  and 
members  of  the  arts  community  in 
Washington  held  a  demonstration  June  16 
harshly  criticizing  the  museum  and  congres¬ 
sional  “censors  and  bullies.”  A  statement 
issued  by  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Activist 
Alliance  of  Washington  and  OUT!,  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  activist  group,  said  the  Cor¬ 
coran’s  decision  was  an  “act  of  cowardice 
and  censorship”  and  a  direct  response  to  the 
congressional  letter  to  the  NEA. 

The  right-wing’s  ‘favorite  target’ 

It  further  exphasized  the  relationship  of 
the  NEA  funding  issue  to  other  right-wing 
homophobic  strategies.  “The  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  is  right-wing  Washington’s 
favorite  target.  Today  it  is  the  art  of  a  proudly 
gay  artist.  Past  congressional  attacks 
have  been  levelled  at  gay-aimed  AIDS 
education  programs,  at  gay-positive  sex 
education  curriculum,  at  the  D.C.  gay  rights 
bill,  and  the  D.C.  AIDS  insurance  law.” 

Jonathan  Katz,  Chair  of  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Caucus  of  the  College  Art  Association, 
told  the  protesters  “Jesse  Helms  has 
repeatedly  condemned  what  Robert  Map¬ 
plethorpe  celebrates.  With  the  Corcoran’s 
assistance  are  we  now  to  witness  Helms’ 
apotheosis  from  a  common  bigot  into  an  art 
critic  and  curator?” 

Officials  at  the  Corcoran  defended  the 
decision  to  pull  the  Mapplethorpe  exhibit  as 
an  attempt  to  avoid  “pulling  the  Corcoran 
into  the  political  domain.”  In  a  press  state¬ 
ment,  the  museum  stated,  “The  Corcoran’s 
withdrawal  from  the  exhibition’s  tour  is  not 
a  comment  on  the  quality  of  the  artist’s 
work.  Neither  is  it  an  abrogation  of  the  ar¬ 
tist’s  right  to  free  expression,  nor  is  it  a  ques¬ 
tioning  of  the  Endowment’s  award  system. 
...[T]he  Corcoran  Gallery  is  responding  on¬ 
ly  to  the  political  occasion  —  the  present 
discussion  which  fundamentally  rests  with 
the  Endowment  and  Congress.” 

NEA  official  have  insisted  that  the  Cor¬ 
coran  made  the  decision  to  cancel  the  Map¬ 
plethorpe  show  without  pressure  from  the 
NEA.  When  asked  why  NEA  officials  had 
not  publicly  defended  the  controversial 
works  and  challenged  the  offended 
legislators,  an  NEA  spokesperson  would  not 
comment  on  record. 

Debbie  Shriver,  Director  of  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  at  the  Corcoran,  told  GCN  the 
cancellation  of  the  Mapplethorpe  exhibit 
“was  not  an  easy  decision  made  in  a  cavalier 
manner.”  She  said  that  reactions  from  the 
arts  community  have  been  mixed,  with  some 
supporters  of  the  cancellation  maintaining 
silence  on  the  issue  publicly. 

Joan  E.  Biren  (known  also  as  JEB)  told 
GCN  “As  a  lesbian  photographer  living  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  I  am  triply  angered  by 
the  Corcoran’s  decision  to  cancel  the  show. 
In  effect,  what  the  Corcoran  said  was 
‘We’re  going  to  protect  Robert  Map¬ 
plethorpe  by  keeping  him  in  the  closet  until 
it’s  safe  to  come  out.  Until  the  climate  of 
repression  in  Washington  lets  up  a  little.’ 
Mapplethorpe  isn’t  being  protected  here. 
This  is  blaming  the  victim.” 

Biren  added,  “The  Corcoran  made  the 
classic  mistake  of  thinking  it  could  protect 
itself  —  guarantee  continued  NEA  funding 
—  by  capitulating  to  the  right  wing  in  Con¬ 
gress  before  they  even  addressed  the  Cor¬ 
coran  or  Mapplethorpe  specifically.  This  is 
the  kind  of  self-censorship  that  we  know  is 
deadly.  Invisibility  and  silence  will  never 
protect  anyone. 

“Robert  Mapplethorpe  proudly  asserted 
his  sexuality  in  his  life  and  in  his  extraor¬ 
dinary  work.  His  world-wide  reputation  as 
one  of  the  major  American  photographers  is 
firmly  established.  The  Corcoran  hasn’t 
hurt  Mapplethorpe,  but  it  can  no  longer  be 
regarded  as  a  serious  museum.  It  just  joined 
the  ranks  of  all  the  others  in  history  who  lost 
out  by  trying  to  appease  bigots  instead  of 
fighting  them.  As  lesbian  and  gay  activists, 
we  need  to  resist  the  chilling  effect  of  the 
Corcoran  action  and  look  to  Mapplethorpe 
for  inspiration  to  continue  to  make  our  own 
outrageous  work.” 

A1  Winn,  a  Boston  artist  and 
photographer  whose  work  deals  with  issues 
of  intimacy  in  gay  male  relationships, 
speculated  upon  the  impact  of  the  Corcoran 
decision  on  individual  artists.  “My  work  is 
not  as  graphic  as  Mapplethorpe’s...  but  it 
makes  me  wonder:  Does  [the  cancellation] 
mean  I’m  not  going  to  get  shown?  Does  this 
mean  someone  is  trying  to  force  me  to 
change  my  work?  ...  I  can’t  speak  for  all  ar¬ 
tists,  but  I’m  sure  a  little  jolt  went  through 
everyone  gay  or  straight.  I’m  sure  it  made 


everybody  think,”  Winn  said. 

Gregory  Kolovakos,  a  gay  man  who  is  the 
Director  of  the  Literature  Program  of  New 
York  State’s  Council  on  the  Arts,  told  GCN 
the  wave  of  self-censorship  is  not  restricted 
to  photography.  “The  visual  and  literary 
arts  are  all  in  jeopardy,”  he  said.  “People 
are  running  scared....  I  wonder  how  many 
galleries  aren’t  bringing  shows,  or  how 
many  theaters  decided  not  to  go  with  The 
Normal  Heart  [for  fear  of  political 
reprisals].” 

Kolovakos  also  said  current  efforts  to 
draft  federal  legislation  making  NEA  more 
directly  accountable  to  Congress  could  have 
an  even  further  chilling  effect.  “The  NEA 
would  become  more  and  more  a  funder  of 
big  institutions.  The  experimental,  avant- 
garde,  daring  stuff  and  controversial  stuff 
are  going  to  get  lost,”  he  said. 

Washington  activists  have  vowed  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  fight  efforts  to  curtail  expression. 
As  GCN  goes  to  press,  a  group  of  artists  and 
lesbian  and  gay  activists  plan  to  hold  a  pro¬ 
test  at  the  Corcoran  at  the  time  when  the 
opening  reception  for  the  Mapplethorpe  ex¬ 
hibit  was  to  have  taken  place.  Protesters 
plan  to  project  images  of  Mapplethorpe 
photographs  on  the  outside  of  the  museum 
on  the  night  of  June  30. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Ellmann 

Continued  from  page  7 

works  never  left  me  with  that  feeling  of  in¬ 
comprehension  (“Where  the  hell  did  he  get 
that  from?!”)  for  which  said  English  pro¬ 
fessor  was  famous.  Ellmann  makes  intelli¬ 
gent  literary  criticism  understandable,  ac¬ 
cessible,  enjoyable. 

From  a  gay  perspective,  Ellmann’s  work 
is  important  for  another  reason.  It  was  in 
the  period  of  Wilde  and  James  that  English 
language  literature  dealing  openly  with 
same-sex  relationships  reappeared  after 
several  centuries.  His  examination  of  the 
causes  and  consequences  of  this  rebirth  is 
fascinating.  “Wilde  did  not  celebrate  homo¬ 
sexuality,”  Ellmann  writes,  “but  neither  did 
Proust.  In  both  writers  the  deviation  is 
described  in  terms  of  unhappiness.  But  to 
mention  it  at  all  in  a  society  that  pretended  it 
did  not  exist  was  courageous  and  ...  foolhar¬ 
dy.”  Ellmann  also  is  courageous  for  dealing 
so  forthrightly  with  the  issue,  since  the 
homoerotic  inclinations  of  many  literary 
figures  continue  to  be  apologized  for,  or 
completely  overlooked. 

For  those  who  have  read  Ellmann’s  previ¬ 
ous  works  and  found  them  enjoyable,  and 
for  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  works  of 
the  writers  Ellmann  analyzes,  a  long  the 
riverrun  is  well  worth  the  investment  and 
will  provide  hours  of  thought-provoking  en¬ 
joyment.  It  also  will  be  a  way  of  saying 
goodbye  to  a  great  intellect  and  a  gifted 
writer.  □ 


GLAD  forum 

Continued  from  page  3 

in  Boston’s  Combat  Zone  “inseparable 
from  the  actions  of  the  Klan  in  North 
Carolina.”  He  said  that  he  certainly  felt  that 
gay  pornography  was  open  to  criticism,  but 
not  by  “burn[ing]  bookstores  and 
shootfing]  porno  stars.” 

Sue  Hyde,  Director  of  the  Privacy  Project 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF),  the  final  panelist,  asked  the  au¬ 
dience  to  shake  their  hands  with  their  fingers 
outstretched  and  stick  out  their  tongues. 
These,  she  said,  were  the  implements  needed 
to  break  several  laws  in  Missouri. 

Hyde  discussed  anti-sodomy  work  since 
Hardwick.  Although  there  have  been  repeal 
efforts  in  several  states,  no  significant  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  made.  She  decried  the  ability 
of  the  right  to  “set  the  terms  of  the  debate 
by  making  Middle  America  afraid  of  dif¬ 
ferentness.” 

Hyde  called  on  Massachusetts  gay  men 
and  lesbians  to  be  sure  to  break  the  state 
sodomy  law  on  the  third  anniversary  of 
Hardwick,  and  said  that  our  movement 
must  challenge  the  “father  dominates, 
mother  procreates,  and  kids  vegetate  in 
front  of  the  t.v.”  stereotype  of  American 
life.  “We’ve  come  up  against  the  im¬ 
movable  object  of  coat  and  tie  fascism... the 
right  may  push,”  said  Hyde,  but  lesbians 
and  gay  men  must  “keep  pushing  back  even 
harder.”  □ 
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PRO  VIN  CET  OWN 

Luxury  Living  on  the  Dunes 


Introducing  Cape  Tip  Estates ,  created  exclusively  for  those  who 
value  their  privacy  above  all ... 


Each  luxury  townhouse  is  nestled  on  one  of  the  highest  sand  dunes 
in  Provincetown,  offering  a  panoramic  view  of  the  ocean  and  Boston 
skyline . 

Limited  to  just  21  units ,  each  townhouse  contains  over  2800  sq.  ft. 
of  total  living  area  including  living  room ,  large  dining  room ,  two 
generous  bedrooms  and  two  and  one  half  baths. 

The  striking  contemporary  design  features  three  levels  front  to 
back ,  each  with  its  own  deck.  Proposed  year  round  enclosed  swimming 
pool  and  exercise  room.  An  expansive  roof  top  deck  with  Jacuzzi 
overlooks  Cape  Cod  Bay. 

Other  amenities  include  your  own  washer ;  dryer  and  garage  under. 


CAPE  TIP  ESTATES 


From  $73,900  quadra-share  ownership  (not  only  do 
you  own  time  but  you  also  own  real  estate) 

Furnished  model  open  daily  10-5  or  by  appointment 

Full  ownership  available  Call  (508)  487-0027 

Financing  available  or  (617)  471-1797 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

HEY  BUTCH... Thanks  for  all  your  help  while  I  was 
convalescing.  It  was  appreciated.  Wanna  go  out  to  din- 
ner?  ANJ _ (49) 

GLEN  AIME 

Recently  of  Gilmore,  Texas,  and  Alexandria,  Louisiana, 
please  send  way  to  contact  you  to  BMC,  Box  2817, 
Boston,  MA  02101.  Have  tried  for  months  to  locate 
you.  All  mail  has  been  returned.  You  answered  GCN  ad 
Box  500  in  January.  Did  not  receive  your  response  until 
March.  Important,  Thanks. _ (01) 

SUE  ON  THE  NINJA  FROM  PRIDE 
Call  me.  Let's  get  together.  I'd  like  to  go  riding  with  you 
(after  your  200  miles)!  I  missed  you  because  my  Hur- 
ricanedied.  Michelle  (413)  549-1312 _ (49) 

Smiths  fan  desperately  seeking  others  who  love  Smiths 
and  Morrisey  for  info  on  fan  clubs,  fanzines,  more. 
Please  write  P.O.  Box  8182,  Inglewood,  CA  90308.  (02) 
GWM,  44,  150,  5’8”,  seeks  non-promiscuous,  GM  (18 
to  45)  for  monogamous  (AIDS-free)  friendship/rela¬ 
tionship.  Pis  send  phone  #,  photo,  descriptive  letter  to: 
P.O.B.221,  Dorchester.  MA 02122-0221 .  (04) 

LF  35  —  warm  and  loving,  politically  active,  good  sense 
of  humor  —  seeks  women  to  date.  Enjoy  bike-riding, 
knitting,  movies,  the  ocean,  children,  talking  late  at 
night,  and  my  work.  Looking  for  new  friends  and 
romance;  eventually  interested  in  a  committed  relation- 
ship.  Write  P.O.  Box  129,  Cambridge,  MA02I41,  (49) 

In  Boston  for  summer;  comely,  personable,  informed, 
loquacious.  New  Mexican,  Gay  Male,  42,  professional 
photographer.  Interests:  Language,  travel,  scuba,  film. 
Seeking  new  friends  and  community.  Michael,  GCN 
Box  359. _ (17.06) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH? 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 
_ (49) 

CAN  YOU  HANDLE  US!  (PART  4) 

Two  gay  men.  Looking  for  it.  We  (individually,  occa¬ 
sionally  collectively)  dig:  Sturbridge  Isle  Truck  Stop, 
Fells,  Bird  Sanctuary,  Fens,  Back  Bay,  Esplanade, 
Riverside  Park  (Hartford,  CT  —  not  Agawam), 
Wally’s,  Cellblock,  Thunderhead,  Annex,  Christopher 
St.  Bookstore,  quiet  nights  at  home,  and  of  course  Ro- 
seanne.  And  you? _ (49) 

Professional  lesbian;  36,  hot,  fat,  femme,  tall,  loud,  lov¬ 
ing,  outrageous,  sweet,  spiritual,  clean  and  sober. 
Comes  with  radical  politics  and  working  class  ethics. 
Looking  for  butch,  kiki,  androgenous  or  jocky  women 
who  aren’t  afraid  of  any  of  the  above.  Write  GCN  Box 
356. _ (50) 

S.W.H.,  jr. 

Marie,  what  can  1  serve  you? 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469, _ 

MEN  WHO  HAVE  LOST  A  PARTNER  TO  AIDS 

So  that  certain  support  systems  can  be  more  responsive,  a 
doctoral  research  project  through  Simmons  College  School  of 
Social  Work  is  currently  exploring  the  critical  issue  of  the 
needs  of  men  whose  partners  have  been  ill  with,  and  have  died 
from  AIDS. 

If  you  are  a  gay  man  whose  partner  died  from  AIDS  more 
than  six  months  ago,  and  if  you  and  your  partner  lived  in 
Massachusetts  prior  to  his  death,  1  would  like  to  talk  to  you 
about  your  experiences.  Please  contact:  Thomas  L.  Geraty, 
LICSW  (617)  524-1567, _ (49) 

Volunteer  sought  to  work  with  GCN’s  Promotions  Coor¬ 
dinator  in  position  of  Microfilm  Promoter.  Principal  duties  in¬ 
clude  answering  inquiries,  filling  orders  and  preparing  bills. 
Call  Marcos  at  4264469, _ 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

_ (17.20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr  /week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


HELP  WANTED 


WOMEN  OF  COLOR  AIDS 
PROJECT  COORDINATOR 

Full  time  coordinator  for  Boston  Women's 
AIDS  Information  Project,  a  multicultural  AIDS 
education  project  to  educate  and  train  women 
for  leadership  in  AIDS  education  in  the  African 
American,  Haitian  and  Latino  communities.  In¬ 
cludes  organizing  and  performing  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  sessions,  and  providing  administrative  and 
organizational  support  to  project  educators. 
Qualifications  include  strong  organizational 
skills,  ability  to  work  independently  within  a 
collective  organizational  structure,  experience 
with  multicultural  communities.  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  experience  and  bi/multilingual  abilities  a 
plus.  Competitive  salary,  excellent  benefits. 

Resumes  to:  Jennifer  Walters, 
Boston  Women's  AIDS  Education 
Project,  c/o  Fenway  Community 
Health  Ctr.,  16  Haviland  St., 
Boston,  MA  02115. 


(49) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


’Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

’Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
’Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
provides  a  broad  range  of  medical 
and  mental  health  services  to 
residents  of  the  Fenway  and 
Metropolitan  Boston,  and  to 
members  of  the  New  England  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

REGISTERED  NURSE 

F.T.  position  for  energetic  RN  to  work  with 
Research  Team  on  recruitment  and  follow-up  of 
cohort  of  200  Black,  Latino,  and  Asian  men  at 
risk  for  HIV  infection.  Work  involves  physical 
exams,  blood  drawing,  data  collection,  may 
include  some  work  at  other  community  health 
centers.  Good  communication,  organizational 
skills  and  ability  to  work  well  with  team 
required.  Nursing  experience  and  familiarity 
with  gay  and  bisexual  issues  in  Black,  Latino, 
and  Asian  communities  strongly  preferred. 

RECRUITER/INTERVIEWER 

F.T.  position  to  recruit  and  interview  Black, 
Latino  and  Asian  men  to  participate  in  research 
study.  Work  involves  recruitment  by  personal 
contact,  public  speaking,  and  development  of 
brochures.  May  involve  outreach  at  other 
community  health  centers.  Must  have  good 
interviewing  skills  and  be  comfortable  talking 
about  sexual  practices  and  HIV  infection. 
Experience  preferred  but  will  train.  Familiarity 
with  gay  and  bisexual  issues  in  Black,  Latino, 
and  Asian  communities  strongly  preferred. 

LABORATORY  ASSISTANT 

F.T.  position  includes  phlebotomy,  specimen 
preparation,  and  recordkeeping  in  active  clinic 
iab.  Lab  experience  preferred,  must  be 
personable. 

MEDICAL  SOCIAL  WORKER 

Full  time  position  to  provide  education  and 
resource  referral  skills  to  medical  patients  with 
HIV  infection.  Must  have  counseling  and 
concrete  service  skills. 

CLEANING  AND 
MAINTENANCE 

F.T.  position  for  motivated  neatnik.  Help  keep 
the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  clean 
and  beautiful. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115 


SERVICES 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH - 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
—  1755  Beacon  Street,  Bio  ok  line  232-  L4S9 - + 


PROJECT  DIRECTOR 

For  new  Lesbian  Issues  and  Outreach  Project.  Develop 
strategies  to  advance  lesbian  issues  in  U.S.  Congress  and 
around  country,  outreach  to  lesbian  and  women’s  com¬ 
munity,  fundraising,  coalition  building.  Should  have  ex¬ 
tensive  political  background  in  lesbian  and  women’s 
issues,  strong  communications  and  interpersonal  skills, 
strategic  policy  expertise.  Reply  by  7/30  to:  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund,  1012  14th  St.,  Washington, 
D.C.,  20005.  (49) 


EXPERT  IN  FRENCH  CUISINE 

Will  cook  for  you  during  August  for  room  and  board. 
Francois  Scherninski,  5  Rue  Goncourt,  7501 1,  Paris. (01) 

HANDSOME  HOUSEKEEPER 

Attractive  male  housekeeper  seeking  non-live-in  posi¬ 
tion  reasonable  pay,  call  Steven  862-0815,  5-10pm. 
Thank  you. _ _ _ (49) 


ROOMMATE  WANTE 


ESCAPE  TO  SOMERVILLE 

LF  29  seeks  independent  F  or  GM  27-plus  for  sunny 
spacious  2B  apt.  on  quiet  Somerville  street.  $400-plus 
avail.  8/1.  No  pets.  Humor,  politics  a  plus.  625-0670. 
_ (01) 

CAMBRIDGE 

GM  sought  for  four  bedroom  apt.  Five  blocks  from 
Harvard  Square  275.00  plus  utilities.  Must  be  25  or 
older,  mature,  quiet,  non-smoker.  Available  7/1.  Call 
661-3107,  after  5pm,  ask  for  Marty  or  Joe.  (49) 

SOMERVILLE/WNTR  HILL 

LF  seeks  LF  or  GM  30-plus  to  share  spacious,  homey, 
sunny,  2bdrm  condition  excels.  No  substance 
abuse/smoking.  1  cat  okay.  5370-plus.  666-0934,  (49) 

LF  in  JP  looking  for  LF  to  share  two  bedroom  sunny 
apt.  with  washer/dryer,  porch  and  much  space. 
Nonsmoker.  Have  one  cat,  another  is  possible.  $325. 
983-0163. _ (49) 

WEST  CAMBRIDGE 

Seeking  2  female  housemates.  Prefer  25-35  y.o.  Must  be 
accountable,  mature,  communicative,  good-humored. 
Semicoop,  spacious  2  level  house.  2  baths,  2  porches,  4 
bedrm,  (Huron  Ave  area)  avail.  Aug  1.  Rent:  375-plus, 
call  354-0748,  6-9pm, _ (49) 

LF  seeks  LF  roommate  for  2  bdrm  apt  in  Porter  Square. 
Yard,  parking;  pets  negotiable.  $375-plus  Zi  util.  Avail. 
Aug.  1st.  Call  625-3121. _ (49) 

BEAUTIFUL  HOUSE 

2  LF,  I  GM  seek  responsible  roommate  for  lovely  4  BR 
apt.  in  2  family  owner-occupied  house.  Large  yard, 
garden,  lr,  sun  rm,  den,  porch,  eat-in  kitchen.  Dor¬ 
chester.  10  min  wait  to  T.  Great  deal.  $325/mo.  plus 
utils.  Avail  7/1.  Call  288-2605.  (49) 


DIRECT  SERVICES  COORDINATOR  POSITION 

Battered  women’s  organization.  Supervisory  position. 
Supportive  work  place.  Input  into  policy  making. 
Former  battered  women  and  women  of  color  encourag¬ 
ed  to  apply.  Salary  $19,  458.  Call  Chris  at  891-0724  or 
send  letter  and  resume  W.B.W.S.C.  P.O.  Box  24, 
Waltham,  MA  02254. _ (£>) 

CLIENT  ADVOCATE 

To  provide  social  service  and  legal  advocacy,  support 
counseling  for  victims  of  domestic  violence.  Danielson, 
CT.  Starting  salary  $9.09-10.30/hour,  depending  on 
education  and  experience.  Must  have  car.  Must  be  able 
to  communicate  in  Spanish  and  English.  Formerly  bat¬ 
tered  individuals  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume 
to:  Personnel  United  Services,  P.O.  Box  251,  Dayville, 
CT  06241.  An  AA/EOE. _ (49) 

AMHERST  COOPERATIVE  BOOKSTORE 
Bookstore  co-manager  for  worker’s  cooperative. 
Bookstore,  collective,  political,  ordering  experience 
helpful.  Starts  late  july  part-time,  full-time  in 
September.  Starting  pay  $7.50  per  hour;  after  3  month 
evaluation  $8.00  with  full  benefits.  For  application  write 
Food  For  Thought  Books,  67  N.  Pleasant  St.,  Amherst, 
MA  01002  or  call  (413)  253-5432.  Application  deadlin 
July  IS.  Affirmative  Action  employer. _ (49) 

MANAGER  -  IMMEDIATE  FULL-TIME 
Weekdays:  Staff  management,  client  interaction, 
marketing,  budgeting,  administrative.  Excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills;  attention  to  detail;  driver’s  license;  1-2 
year  commitment.  Unlimited  growth.  Cambridge. 
$18-25,000.  (617)492-8844. _ (17,05) 

LIVE-IN  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necccssary  but  must  have  a  drivers  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets 
$215/wk  plus  free  rent.  Weekdays  4:30-9:30  gets 
$187/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call  73 1-6228.  (17,03) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3LFs  looking  for  ILF  to  share  large  sunny  JP  apt.  with 
amazing  pantry.  Near  Orange  and  Green  lines.  No  more 
pets.  No  smoking.  Available  now.  $225  plus  utilities. 
Please  call  983-0599, _ (49) 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

Share  large,  comfortable  no-smoke  Smvl  apt  with  GM 
25,  5  min,  to  T,  $350/mo  plus  utils.  Jul  1 . 625-4374.  (49) 
HOUSE  OF  YOUR  DREAMS  IN  JP! 

4LFs  seek  2  more  to  complete  our  veggie,  queer  collec¬ 
tive  home.  (Sense  of  humor  helps).  Near  pond,  JP 
Licks,  responsible,  political,  easy-going.  2  cats,  1  dog. 
Available  Aug.  1.  $242-plus.  524-0821. _ (49) 

GM  and  LF  seek  fun  considerate  non-smoking  room¬ 
mate  for  Somerville  apt.  $320  plus  utils.  Pagan  inquiries 
welcome.  628-7744.  9AM-9PM. _ (49) 

2  LF’s  and  Golden  Retriever  seek  1  LF  28-plus  to  share 
sunny  3BR  apt  in  JP.  2  baths,  hardwood  floors,  W/D, 
porch,  small  yard  on  quiet,  dead  end  street.  Near  T, 
pond  and  Arboretum.  Non-smoker,  no  more  pets 
please.  $400.  plus  avail  J uly  1  or  Aug.  1 .  522-225 1 .  (49) 
LF  32  and  dog,  10  seek  new  friend  to  apt.  hunt  in  Rosin- 
dale  area.  Non-smoker,  neat,  relaxed.  Call  Nancy 
323-2934.  6-9  pm  or  weekends. _ (49) 

LF  37  seeks  roommate  for  quiet  apt  10  min  from  J.P.  in 
lesbian-owned  duplex.  Avail  Aug  1st.  300-plus.  No  pets. 
Twelve  Steppers  encouraged  to  respond.  Sharron 
296-1 184. _ (17,01) 

2LFs,  29  and  33  seek  non-smoking  vegetarian,  easy  go¬ 
ing  LF  25-plus  for  Somerville  apartment  with  a  view. 
Frances  (the  cat)  wants  feline  companion.  Permanent 
people  or  summer  subletters  welcome.  Avail,  immed. 
$3 10-plus,  776-7909. _ (49) 

4GM/2LF  seek  ind.  7th  for  huge  secluded  J.P.  house 
for  8/1.4  fireplaces,  2  kitchens,  w/d,  private  bath  and 
more!  No  pets/slash  smokers.  $340-plus  utils.  983-0726. 
_ (49) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  housemates.  We  are  mixed  men/women,  mixed 
sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If  you  are  easy-going, 
responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free,  call!  864-1466. 

_ (17.25) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


CARNIVAL  IN  P-TOWN 

Fully  furnished  studio  apartment  sleeps  two  color  T.V., 
pool,  hottub,  Tennis  Carnival  Week,  Aug.  19-26th. 
$550  call  (203)661-7094, _ (04) 

PROVINCETOWN  BEACH  POINT 
Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchen,  parking,  private 
patio,  heated  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access.  $400  week. 
$300  off-season.  Call  (508)  369-2872. _ (49) 


APARTMENTS 


JP  Arboretum  area,  2  bedrooms,  hdwd  fls,  owner-occupied 
triple  decker,  quiet  st.,  garden,  near  MBTA.  No  pets  or 
smokers,  $850/mo  avail  Sept.  522-0345,  leave  mess,  before 
7/19  or  after  8/3. _ (02) 

CHELSEA  BY-THE-SEA 

Beautiful  harbor  and  downtown  views  from  this  two  bedroom 
condo  with  deck.  Fully  applianced,  air  conditioned,  California 
Closets,  laundry,  off-street  parking.  References.  Rent 
$850.00/month  includes  heat.  Call  617/383-2849. _ (49) 

DORCHESTER  EVERETT  SQ 

Spacious  4  RM  apt,  wood  floors,  sunny  back  porch,  quiet 
nghd,  close  to  T  and  downtown,  washer  newly  renovated, 
$725  includes  heat  and  h.w.  5224384.  (49) 

Dorchester  Jones  Hill.  2-bedroom  apartment  w/wood  floors, 
porches,  private  backyard.  Pets  fine.  Near  T.  Smoke-free. 
Lesbian  own/occ.  $600-plus  utils.  Available  8/1,  282-7227.(49) 


DMITRIS  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  SAN  DIEGO 


Close  to  downtown,  bay,  beaches,  zoo  and  Mexico. 
Friendly,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Reasonable  rates,  pool 
and  spa.  (619)  238-5547.  931  21st  S.D.,  CA  92102. 
_ (17.01) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17.8) 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

it  i-t  it 

Your  Host 
Martin  Bettencourt 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(508)  487-1319 


FOR  SALE 


IH3  VALIANT  SEEKS  QUEER  HOME 

’73  Plymouth  Valiant,  6  cyl,  green  w/white  roof,  vir¬ 
tually  no  rust,  runs  ok  (but  burns  oil,  needs  carb.  work) 
and  loaded  w/character.  Political  bumper  stickers  in¬ 
cluded,  of  course.  Very  negotiable  price  —  just  so  she 

finds  a  good  home!  Call  625-9279. _ (01) 

ATTENTION  —  Government  seized  vehicles  from 
$100.  Fords,  Mercedes,  Corvettes,  Chevys.  Surplus 
Buyers  Guide.  1-602-838-8885  Ext.  A6433. _ (49) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


The  GCN  features  dept,  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)  4264469. _ 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews!!  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  'em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469.  _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out,  THANKS! 


PUBLICATIONS 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $15/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PUBLICATIONS 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ _ _ (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars.  Paths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  demists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc  .  etc  ( area  codes 
and  zip  codes  tool) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
noles  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia, 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  selt-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  1L  61054,  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob,  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009.  (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
07181. _ _  (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219,  _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  23  Somerville,  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


Prisoners 

Seeking  M 

Friends  ■ 

IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICES 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

■  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

■  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


<£> 


Gay  female,  soft  butch,  good  looker,  seeking 
honest  and  open  relationship.  I  enjoy  outdoors 
watersports,  quiet  weekends  for  two.  I’d  like  to 
meet  someone  older  than  myself  (30).  Tracv 
9I720*C^’  Miller  Frontera  CA 


IOWA  —  Help!!! 

A  Very  good  Friend  of  Mike’s 
(Prisoner  Project)  is  in  the  Federal 
System  and  needs  some  info  about 
Iowa’s  rules  for  filing  law  suits,  and 
the  parole  board’s  guidelines.  Also  the 
current  guidelines  for  Iowa  prisoners 
being  housed  in  Federal  prisons.  The 
Iowa  authorities  are  not  responding  to 
his  letters,  so  he  needs  someone  on  the 
“inside”  to  help  get  the  info 
If  you  can  help,  please  send  the  info 
to  Mike  at  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  and  I  will  forward 
it.  THANK  YOU! 

©©©©©©©©©©©©©« 

1  FREE  SEX!!! 

|  OK,  now  that  I  have  your  attention,  we 
|  Need  DICTIONARIES  (again)  (sigh)... 
And  we  always  will,  so  the  refrain  goes 
(and  it’s  true!)  Think  of  keeping  an  eye 
out  for  cheap  dictionaries  as  your  way  of 
fulfilling  your  fantasy  of  being  an  English 
teacher.  (Believe  me,  they’re  important 
‘tools’  for  many  prisoners.) 

©©©©©©©©©©©©© 

PENPALS  !!! 

INTRODUCTIONS,  is  a  chance  to  com¬ 
bat  loneliness  thru  writing.  In  order  to  join 
write  them  for  their  free  brochure,  and 
then  if  it  works  for  you,  let  GCN  know 
about  it  so  we  can  put  it  in  the  Resource 
List.  Write:  Introductions,  2625F  Coffee 
Rd^ Suite  117,  Modestp  CA  95355, _ 
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GCN  has  heard  that  a  PRISONERS  UNION 
has  been  established  to  help  people  who  are 
having  problems  getting  paroled  or  getting  jobs 
and  housing  for  when  they  are  released.  They 
request  the  following  information:  full  name, 
date  of  birth.  Social  Security  No.,  Date  of 
parole  eligibility,  details  of  aid  needed.  They 
also  request  3  (25  cent)  stamps  so  they  can  send 
you  the  info  they  have.  Write;  Fronda  De 
Sherlia,  Rt  2  Box  2840,  Cuba  MO  65453. 

Let  GCN  hear  about  how  well  this  program 
works  so  we  can  tell  others  who  need  help. 


. .  protection” 

Help!  They  won’t  let  me  out  of  isolation  here. 
Please,  if  there  is  someone  out  there  that  can 
tell  me  what  to  do  to  get  out  of  “protection” 
here,  let  me  know,  please.  Thomas  H. 
HACKLER,  83194-071,  902  Renfroe  Rd, 
Talladega  AL  35160. 

vA*vA.*vA**^A«vA>«^ 

I  make  Greeting  Cards  to  survive 

I’ve  been  into  art  all  my  life,  thanks  to  my 
mom.  She  started  me  when  I  was  still  crawling. 
I’m  in  a  6  X  8  cell  23  hours  a  day,  but  I’m  a  sur¬ 
vivor,  tho’  I  hate  the  lonely  times.  I’m  37,  in 
good  health  and  would  like  someone  to  write 
to.  Dennis  LENNON,  95183,  Camp  J  Gar 
3-R-14,  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary,  Angola 
LA  70712. 


Gay  man,  29,  tall,  slim,  college  degree.  1st  time 

in  jail.  Quiet,  conservative,  monogamous.  Like 
dogs,  plants,  kids,  snow,  weightlifting,  tennis. 
Seek  average  guy  for  friendsnip/cor- 
respondence.  Peter  BARRAN,  W45599,  Box 
466,  Gardner  MA  01440 


I  am  28  and  Greek  Orthodox.  Presently  l  don’t 
have  a  personal  gay  friend  who  I  could  com¬ 
municate  with  because  it’s  difficult  to  consider 
friendship  into  your  life  in  such  a  negative  en¬ 
vironment  as  prison.  So  I’m  seeking  a  friend 
from  society.  Also  I  am  not  looking  for  finan¬ 
cial  support,  nor  wish  to  play  games.  Please 
write.  Steven  PAPPAS,  87A  9284,  Attica  NY 
14011. _ 

I’m  a  lonely  bisexual  male  who’s  a  fun  loving, 
nonviolent,  sensitive  person  searching  in  life 
for  a  relationship  that  1  lack  in  my  life.  I’m  not 
in  prison  for  a  violent  crime.  Danny  ADAMS, 
164852,  Box  7  (2B429),  Moberly  MO  65270. 
I’m  super  clean  and  very  respectful  and  mainly 
interested  in  getting  to  know  someone  that  I 
can  have  a  loving  and  caring  penpal  friendship 
with.  Your  photo  gets  mine.  I’m  not  allowed  to 
write  other  prisoners.  Thomas  Roy 
JOHNSTON,  Box  B-60381,  Florence  AZ 

85232. _ _  , 

Call  me  Jessica 

I’m  Gay,  30,  and  want  to  share  a  long  relation¬ 
ship  with  someone  who  would  like  to  write.  I 
love  sex.  Please  send  a  stamp  embossed 
envelope  if  you  can  for  a  fast  response.  Paul 
DECKER,  185353,  15802  State  Rt  104  North, 
Chillicothe  OH  45601. _ 

1  am  Black,  love  Jazz  and  Soul  and  Blues,  some 
country  &  western.  Used  to  be  a  professional 
truck  driver  cross  country  and  love  the  out¬ 
doors.  I  love  to  read  about  our  political  strug¬ 
gle  and  gay  literature.  Any  response  that  I 
receive  will  be  well  appreciated.  Morris 
OSELEN,  87604,  Camp  C  Tiger  4-L-13,  Loui- 
siana  State  Penitentiary,  Angola  LA  70712  _ 

Gay,  male,  Hispanic,  Leo,  24  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  from  the  outside.  Can’t  write 
other  prisoners.  Edward  TIJERINA,  Box 
B-S7973,  Florence  AZ  85232, _ 

Big  firm  bubble  butt,  sweet  red  lips,  am  artist 
and  need  TLC.  Want  to  hear  from  GM,  TV, 
TS.  Will  answer  all.  Write  Billy  (Snowflake), 
FERSTLER,  159-724,  Box  45699,  Lucasville 
OH  45699, _ 

GBM,  29,  into  horseback  riding,  swimming, 
music,  and  homelife  seeking  correspondence 
and  friendship.  I’m  serious  minded  and  not  in¬ 
to  headgames.  Jesse  (Kim)  COPELAND, 
08796-054,  PO  Box  33,  Terre  Haute  IN  47808 
Seeking  a  gay  relationship  with  male  of  any 
race.  I’m  very  active,  open  minded  and  have  a 
wide  range  of  interests.  I’m  looking  for  friend¬ 
ship  as  well  as  something  permanent.  Will  be 
out  soon.  Randy  BRYNER,  AK-7649,  RD  10 
Box  10,  Greensburg  PA  15601, _ 

Gay  male  with  long  black  hair,  sensitive,  pas¬ 
sionate  and  seeking  someone  who  is  not  afraid 
to  love  and  be  loved  in  return.  I’m  allowed  mail 
from  all  other  institutions  outside  Virginia. 
Please  no  headgames  or  lies.  My  heart  can’t 
take  it.  C.  FITZGERALD,  114885,  Box  27264, 
Richmond  VA  23261. _ 

GM  Very  Fern,  soon  to  be  released.  Looking 
for  the  right  person  to  ‘cum’  home  to.  Can’t 
write  prisoners.  Henry  SULLENGER,  150232, 
Box  7  (2D-583),  Moberly  MO  65270, _ 

I  desire  to  write  someone  I  can  communicate 
with.  1  look  forward  to  the  experience  that  can 
come  from  a  good  understanding  penpal.  Larry 
WILLIAMS,  80973-011,  1299  Seaside  Ave,  PO 
Box  3007,  Terminal  Island  CA  90731. _ 

I’m  into  art  and  working  out  and  would  like  so¬ 
meone  on  the  outside  to  share  my  dreams  with. 
Will  trade  picture  of  me  for  one  of  you.  Louis 
(Lee)  CARRILLO,  418183,  Ellis  2,  Huntsville 
TX  77340. _ 

Tall,  handsome,  muscular  black  inmate  look¬ 
ing  for  a  sincere  friendship  with  an  effeminate 
sissy  type  male.  No  monetary  interests  what¬ 
soever.  Write  to  Lester  WOOTEN,  D-38174, 
Box  617,  Jamestown  CA  95327 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet  if  possible. 

Saturday  July  I 

Provincetown  □  Torch  Song  Trilogy  performed  by 
New  England  Repertory  Company.  Town  Hall.  Thru  7/8. 
508/487-6400. 

2  Sunday 

Dorchester  □  GALA’S  monthly  Potluck  All 

welcome,  bring  something  to  eat.  Tom’s  house.  6:30  Call 
Brian:  282-8515  or  Fenn:  265-3929. 

Boston  □  Tom  Reeves  of  ACT/UP  Boston  debates  the 
merit  of  the  "HIV  Partner  Notification  Bill,"  with  Nancy 
Sutton  of  Family  First.  Channel  25.  I  Ipm. 

4  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  GAMIT  4th  of  July  Party  MIT  room 
50-306,  142  Memorial  Drive.  9pm.  for  info:  253-5440 

6  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

7  Friday 


Boston  □  Sex  and  Intimacy  Intensive  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center.  16  Haviland  Street.  6pm. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Ad¬ 
ministrators  Potluck.  6:30.  For  info  &  directions  call 
323-1536. 

13  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  426-4469. 

14  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near  Arlington 
&  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

1 5  Saturday 

Boston  □  BBWN/BBMN  Monthly  Dim  Sum 
Brunch  Meet  under  the  Chinatown  Arch.  10:45am. 
$6-8/person.  Info:  247-6683(BIS-MOVE) 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Veterans  annual  picnic  at  Georges  Island.  Leaves 
Longwharf  Pier  9:30  am  sharp.  16.  To  RSVP  call  Cliff 
723-8127. 

1 6  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  May  Sarton  will  sign  books  at  New 
Words  Bookstore  from  3:30-5:30.  186  Hampshire  Street. 
Info:  876-5310. 


Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages,  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 
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Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  6/26  Discussing  the  Rap. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 


Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 


Tuesday 


16  Sunday  □  Spend  the  afternoon  with  author 
May  Sarton.  She’ll  be  signing  books  (including  her 
new  one,  The  Education  of  Harriet  Hatfield’)  at 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St., 
Cambridge.  3:30-5:30.  617/876-5310.  Not  wheelchair 
accessible. 


Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Michael  Frank  and  Miriam  appear  at 
the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,!  151  Mass.  Ave. 
8-1  Ipm.  $5.  265-3929 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  Open  Meeting.  464 
Harrison  Avenue,  Basement.  7:30pm.  Call  Naomi  at 
739-6566 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  Boston's  Community  of  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Jews,  Monthly  Shabbat  Service.  Workmen's 
Circle,  1762  Beacon  Street.  8pm.  782-8894 

8  Saturday 


Weekly  Events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages, 
abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm. 
547-3889. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 

Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  all  ages,  abilities. 
Wed.  eves.,  Sat.  afternoons.  574-9433. 


Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8- 1 0pm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-  10pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 


Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors'  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 


Boston  □  MCC:  Boat  to  Provincetown  leaves  Com¬ 
monwealth  Pier  at  9:30.  Leaves  P-Town  at  3:30.  $25.  In¬ 
fo:  523-7664 

Northampton  □  Shelix  a  woman  to  woman  S/M  sup¬ 
port  group  meets  to  discuss  "Rewards  and 
Punishments"  For  info  call:  (413)  584-7616 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  holds  monthly  social  at 
Hill  House.  74  Joy  Street.  8pm.  Members  $4  Non¬ 
members  $6.  Call  Denis  397-  0762  or  Richard  846-8442. 

9  Sunday 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood 
group.  Picnic  Brunch.  All  women  who  live,  work  or 
study  in  the  South  End/Back  Bay/Downtown  area  are 
welcome.  266-5169 

Somerville  □  GLOSS,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville 
and  Surroundings  potluck  picnic  and  social  gathering. 
Along  bank  of  Mystic  River.  4pm.  Info:  Mike  628-2643  or 
Cissy  628-2825. 

1 1  Tuesday 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee  Volunteer  Open 
House.  131  Clarendon  Street,  4th  floor.  7pm.  Info:  Larry 
Peterson  437-6200,  ext.  283 


Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric.  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for 
Gay/Lesbian  community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR 
98.5  FM.  7/2  Beth  Walsh  on  Massage. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show.  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 


Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Rm.  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8: 30pm.  The 
Women's  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  ‘‘Say  it,  Sister!”  WMBR.  88.1  FM. 
7-8pm. 


Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women's  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  6/23  Eve 
Goldman,  feminist  music.  6/30  Robin  Field,  blues  and 
country  singer.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-midnight.  354-8807. 


By  Liz  Galst 

BOSTON  —  Chanting  “No  More!  No 
More!,”  approximately  200  incest  survivors 
and  their  supporters  gathered  June  22  on  the 
steps  of  the  State  House  to  protest  the 
Nicole  LaLonde  custody  settlement.  The 
previous  day  Suffolk  County  Probate  Judge 
Mary  C.  Fitzpatrick  awarded  sole  legal 
custody  of  10-year-old  Nicole  LaLonde  to 
her  father,  Stephen  LaLonde,  who  has  been 
accused  of  sexually  abusing  her.  Stephen 
LaLonde  will  share  physical  custody  of 
Nicole  with  his  ex-wife  Virginia  LaLonde. 

The  case  received  national  attention  after 
Virginia,  Nicole’s  mother,  was  jailed  for 
eight  months  in  1987  for  refusing  to  reveal 
Nicole’s  whereabouts.  Virginia  LaLonde 
had  taken  Nicole  into  hiding  in  June  of  1986 
after  a  judge  ordered  a  three-week  unsuper¬ 
vised  visit  between  Nicole  and  her  father. 
Virginia  LaLonde  returned  to  Massachu¬ 
setts  without  her  daughter  in  March  of  1987 
in  order,  according  to  her  attorney  Beth 
Herr,  “to  set  things  right.”  In  October  1987 
authorities  located  Nicole  LaLonde  in 
North  Carolina.  Since  her  return  to 
Massachusetts,  Nicole  has  lived  in  foster 
homes  and  has  undergone  extensive  physical 
and  psychological  testing. 

The  Cambridge  Hospital  team  that 
evaluated  Nicole  and  her  parents  reported 
that  Stephen  LaLonde  has  a  “highly  roman¬ 
ticized  and  erotic  relationship”  with  his 
daughter.  A  physical  examination  of  Nicole 
indicated  that  there  was  evidence  that  might 
be  consistent  with  sexual  abuse,  but  that  the 
evidence  was  not  conclusive.  Nicole  La¬ 
Londe  has  repeatedly  asserted  she  was  abus¬ 
ed  by  her  father,  and  then  retracted  her 
statements. 

Judge  Fitzpatrick  concluded  that  because 
Virginia  LaLonde  violated  a  court  order  by 
taking  Nicole  out  of  Massachusetts,  and 
because  Virginia  has  consistently  refused  to 
accept  that  her  daughter  may  not  have  been 
abused,  she  is  not  a  fit  custodian.  In  her  rul¬ 
ing,  Fitzpatrick  stated,  “These  facts  taken 
together  present  the  picture  of  a  mother  who 
is  unlikely  to  allow  her  daughter  an  unpre¬ 
judiced  relationship  with  her  father.  As 
much  as  she  can  say  ‘no’  to  sexual  abuse  if 
her  father  initiates  such,  the  court  believes 
that  Nicole  has  yet  to  learn  to  say  ‘no’  to  the 
emotional  pressure  her  mother  has  placed 
on  her.”  Fitzpatrick  added,  “Whether 
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Incest  survivors  and  their  supporters  protest  ruling  in  LaLonde  custody  case 

LaLonde  custody  award 
fuels  protest 

Incest  survivors  denounce  judicial  abuse’ 


Stephen  once  digitally  penetrated  his 
daughter  has  been  the  focus  of  an  inordinate 
amount  of  attention.” 

Incest  survivors  respond 

The  demonstration,  which  was  organized 
by  the  Virginia  LaLonde  Legal  Defense 
Fund  and  members  of  the  For  Crying  Out 
Loud  incest  survivors  newsletter  collective, 
featured  speeches  by  a  number  of  incest  sur¬ 
vivors  and  their  supporters.  They  expressed 
their  outrage  at  Fitzpatrick’s  judgment  and 
their  hopes  for  Nicole’s  safety. 

“After  years  of  work  to  have  incest  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  wide-scale  political  problem,  the 
judgment  in  this  case  is  incredibly  disap¬ 
pointing.  All  of  us  put  so  much  hope  in  this 
case,”  said  Bernadette  Brooten,  a  lesbian 


who  volunteers  with  the  Incest  Survivors 
Network.  “As  incest  survivors,  we  are  not 
surprised  that  Nicole  retracted  her 
statements  many  times.  We  know  what  it’s 
like  to  deal  with  authority  and  to  be  in¬ 
timidated  by  it.  We  wonder  how  an  unsuper¬ 
vised  a  10-year-old  can  say  ‘no’  to  a  37-year- 
old  man.” 

Brooten  likened  this  rally  to  the  Stonewall 
Riots  in  1969  saying  “A  movement  was  born 
at  that  moment  in  history.  Today,  another 
movement  can  be  born.” 

Marsha  Zabarsky,  a  lesbian  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  For  Crying  Out  Loud  collective, 
told  the  crowd,  “In  this  case,  the  judge 
becomes  an  accomplice.  I’m  here  with  a 
question  for  Judge  Fitzpatrick.  How  many 
times  does  Nicole  have  to  be  molested  for  us 


to  admit  as  a  society  that  Stephen  LaLonde 
is  an  unfit  parent?  ...  Virginia  took  on  the 
legal  system  and  her  husband’s  bullshit. 
And  she  was  told  ‘incest  doesn’t  happen.’  ” 
Zabarsky  also  said  that  she  hoped  that  this 
demonstration  would  challenge  societal 
stereotypes  of  gay  men  as  child  molesters. 
“This  homophobic  scapegoating  lets 
straight  men  off  the  hook.”  Heterosexual 
men  commit  98  percent  of  all  child  sexual 
abuse,  according  to  studies. 

“I  wish  there  were  more  men  here.  I  think 
they  need  to  start  admitting  the  things  they 
do,”  said  openly  gay  City  Counselor  David 
Scondras.  He  then  directed  his  remarks  to 
Judge  Fitzpatrick.  “Even  if  you  weren’t 
convinced  that  [Stephen  LaLonde]  did  sex¬ 
ually  abuse  Nicole,  were  you  convinced  that 
he  did  not?  It’s  an  outrage  that  a  judge 
would  care  more  about  procedure  than  the 
safety  of  a  child.” 

At  a  speak-out  which  followed  the  main 
program,  many  participants  urged  political 
action  to  end  child  sexual  abuse.  “I’m  not  a 
survivor,”  said  Shea  Justice.  “I’m  a  male 
feminist.  Seeing  this  kind  of  thing  happen  is 
appalling.  America  is  swinging  too  far  to  the 
right.  It’s  abusing  women  and  minorities 
and  now  children.” 

Debbie  Borkovitz,  a  lesbian  and  incest 
survivor,  told  the  demonstrators,  “My  first 
reaction  to  the  judgment  was  ‘Now  I’m  a 
grown-up  and  they  can’t  do  that  to  me  any¬ 
more.’  This  is  a  message  to  children  who  are 
being  abused  not  to  tell  because  it  will  make 
things  worse.  I’ve  felt  for  a  long  time  that 
it’s  really  important  to  have  a  political 
response  to  child  abuse,  not  just  a  thera¬ 
peutic  one.” 

Pamela  Sears  drew  cheers  from  the  crowd 
when  she  said,  “We  have  the  right  to  break 
the  law  in  our  own  defense.”  And  Helene 
Tomlinson  summed  up  the  feelings  of  many 
of  the  rally  participants  by  saying,  “I’m 
outraged  but  I’m  energized.” 

The  Political  Action  Committee  of  Incest 
Survivors  Network  has  declared  October 
1989  Child  Sexual  A  buse  A  wareness  Month. 
They  are  planning  a  march  and  demonstra¬ 
tion  entitled  “No  More:  Stop  Child  Sexual 
Abusers for  October  28.  It  will  leave 
Boston ’s  City  Hall  Plaza  at  noon  and  end  up 
on  the  Boston  Common.  For  more  informa- 
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Thursday  July  6 


FREE  Buffet  BPM-IOPM 
Dancing  BPM-2AM 


No  Cover 


Prizes  Surprises  Suprise  Entertainment 


NOW  TWO  FLOORS  EVERY  SATURDAY!!!! 
Alternative  Music  Downstairs 
Funk  House  and  Top  4Q  Upstairs 


The  4TH  of  JULY  at  IIMljIGO 

Special  July  4th  Weekend  hours: 

Friday  June  30  4PM-2AM 
Saturday  July  1  9PM-2AM 
Sunday  July  2  8PM- 1AM 
Monday  July  3  4PM-2AM 
INDIGO  is  proud  to  be  an  official  sponsor  for  the 
Minuteman  Dlassic  Softball  Tournament 
INDIGO  Welcomes  All  Visiting  Teams  to  Boston 


Valet  Parking  Available 
INDIGO  Available  for  Private  Parties 


Coming  Soon 

Amateur  Body  Building  Contest 
July  27 


823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139  CB  1  ~71  497-7200 


INDIGO'S  Hours:  Thursday  4PM-2AM  -  Friday  4PM-2AM  -  Saturday  9PM-2AM 


